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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


Dr. W. H. Denison preached last Sunday 
at Huntington, Indiana, supplying for Rev. 
J. E. Etter, who was called to Eaton, Ohio, 
to attend the funeral of a brother-in-law. 

A great revival has been conducted in the 
Richland Church, Illinois Conference, by 
Rev. Cora Truitt, in which there were forty- 
nine conversions and thirty-six additions. 


Brother J. B. Pease, a trustee of The 
Christian Publishing Association, has been 
greatly enjoying a visit to Florida, and was 
anticipating a happy day or two with 
Brother James S. Frost in his winter home 
in that State. 

Rev. J. Elliott Epright will have the sym- 
pathy of his many friends in the loss of his 
brother Jackson, of Bryn Mawr, Pa., whose 
death last week was very unexpected. The 
funeral services were preached by Rev. Al- 
bert Loucks at the Gulph Mills Church. 


The church at Richmond, Va., Rev. W. T. 
Walters pastor, is getting its building fund 
nicely under way, two members on a recent 
. Sunday announcing that they would join in 
contributing $6,000 to that fund, carrying 
the entire pledges to nearly $60,000. Plans 
are now being pushed in the hope of begin- 
ning the building soon. 

General Field Secretary Howsare and 
Field Worker Bennett spent several days as 
advance agents preparing the field for the 
special institutes which were held this week 
in Indiana and Illinois. There were two 
teams of speakers, each team holding three 
of these institutes, and great good will cer- 
tuinly result from them. 

Brother S. M. Smith, advance man in the 
Evangelist Eastes’ party, is spending two 
weeks at Troy laying the foundation for the 
meeting which will soon follow, preceding 
Easter. Brother Eastes and his helper are 
now holding a union meeting at South 
Charleston, Ohio, and indications are that 
he will have a fine victory there. 

Rev. W. J. Hall, former Field Secretary 
of the Forward Movement, has accepted a 
call to the church at Shiloh, and took charge 
of the work the first of this month. Shiloh 
is a rapidly growing suburb of Dayton and 
one of the most promising fields for devel- 
opment of which we have knowledge, and 
under Brother Hall’s vigorous leadership 
we feel certain that the church will make 
an enviable record. 

The Foreign Mission Office is receiving 
word from miany pastors that they are put- 
ting forth unusual effort in behalf of the 
Foreign Mission Offering this year, with the 
result that in many instances the offerings 
have made the ten percent increase or more. 
Surely no offering ought to be. considered 
closed until after Easter, but should be held 
open for gifts until that time and the people 
encouraged to manifest their Easter joy 
with a personal offering for the spread of 
the gospel. 

The anniversary service of the Rotary 
Club of Dover, Delaware, was held in the 


Christian Church, of which Dr. Roy C. Helf- 
enstein is pastor, and he preached a char- 
acteristically great sermon on “The Secret 
of How to Make Better Business,” which 
was printed in full by the Delaware State 
News. Dr. Helfenstein believes that the 
way to make better business is by placing 
service before self, and infusing the spirit 
of real service into all of our commercial 
world. . 

Defiance College is sending out a very in- 
viting announcement of its summer sessions, 
which will last this year from May 1 to Sep- 
tember 1, including three terms, the courses 
running either six, twelve, or eighteen weeks, 





Easter Week of Prayer and 
Service 
Redemption Through Christ 


His name shall be calied Jesus for he 
shall save his people from their sins. 
Sunday, April 9 

THE REDEEMER, THE SON OF Gop. Luke 1: 82. 


He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Most High. 


Monday, April 10 
THE WORK OF THE REDEEMER. Luke 5: 82. 


I am not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance, 


Tuesday, April 11 
KINSHIP WITH THE REDEEMER. Luke 8: 21. 
My brethren are these that hear the 
word of God, and do it. 
Wednesday, April 12 
FOLLOWING THE REDEEMER. Luke 9: 23. 


If any man would come after mé, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily and follow me. 


Thursday, April 13 


THE WortTH OF THE REDEEMER. Luke 20: 17. 


The stone which the builders rejected, 
the same was made the head of the 
corner, 


Friday, April 14 
Tue VICTORY OF THE REDEEMER. Luke 22: 42. 
Nevertheless, not my will, but thine be 
done, 
Easter, April 16 
Tue Livinc REDEEMER. Luke 24: 5,6. 


Why seek ye the living among the 
dead? _ He is not. here, but is risen. 


Seance rea) 
and the dates of registration being May 1, 
June 19, and July 29. We do hope that our 
pastors will actively engage themselves in 
interesting the members of their congrega- 
tion and community who are planning to at- 
tend summer school somewhere, and make 
them acquainted with the splendid opportun- 
ities now given at Defiance for summer 
school work. 

The Sunday School Board, through Mrs. 
F. E. Bullock, is sending out a letter and 
literature pertaining to Children’s Week— 
April 30 to May 7—+to all of our Sunday- 
schools, and The Herald wishes to urge 
every pastor and every Sunday-school official 
to co-operate in making special observance 





, 


MARCH 23, 1922 


of this important week. Certainly there 
are few things more needed in every com- 
munity than a finer co-operation between 
the home and the church and the home and 
the schools, both day school and Sunday- 
school; and Children’s Week gives a par- 
ticularly fine opportunity for pastors to 
stress these home obligations. 


Word has just reached us of a very seri- 
ous “flu” epidemic in Buckland, Northwest- 
ern Ohio Conference. It is reported to us 
that there are some eighty cases in this lit- 
tle town of three hundred, there having been 
some deaths and others being most serious- 
ly ill. The pastor of our church there, Rev. 
L. W. Ryan, and his wife, are both at this 
writing sick in bed with this dread disease. 
The word is sent to us by Rev. Lovell D. 
Hammond, pastor at Spencerville, who has 
visited Buckland and rendered assistance 
and whose heart was deeply stirred by con- 
ditions as he found them there. He asks 
the earnest prayers of the brotherhood for 
pastor and people at Buckland. 

Rev. Charles B. Lusk, pastor of the Chris- 
tiansburg and Cove Springs churches, Miami 
County, Ohio, has been made responsible 
for quite a territory in the survey which is 
being made by that County Federation of 
Churches. This federation is undertaking to 
make a canvass of every home in the coun- 
ty, in order to learn the exact church rela- 
tionship of every family, and then to make 
some church responsible for every last home 
in the county. This is the first time in the 
history of the county that it has witnessed 
such a vast undertaking. Already the work 
in various parts of the county is progressing 
nicely, and with it is being carried on a “Go 
to Church” campaign which is bound to be 
quite effective. This is one illustration of 
the great possibilities of federated work. 


Among the Field Notes will be found an 
item in which Brother John H. Thayer, head 
of our mailing department here at the Pub- 
lishing House, tells:of a meeting which he 
led at the Crown Point Church. The church 
there has preaching only every other Sun- 
day, and now the membership is undertaking 
to provide services on the evenings when 
their pastor cannot be with them. We want 
to commend this plan to every church that 
has to get along with part-time preaching. 
It ought to be possible to develop within the 
membership of any church itself some kind 
of helpful program for every Sunday, occa- 
sionally calling to its aid a layman or group 
of workers from some near-by church. This 
would certainly be a most important step 
in our denominational life. We have so 
many churches that can depend upon a pas- 
tor’s help for only a part of the Sundays, 
that it would be of inestimable value to the 
local churches and to our denomination as a 
whole if some. such plan as this were gen- 
erally adopted. The membership of the 
church at Columbus, Ohio, during the time 
that it is without a pastor, takes care of 
the Sunday evening services entirely, to 
great advantage. Doubtless other churches 
are doing this, and we are sure that many 
more can do so with the proper effort. 
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The “Open Membership” Muddle 


so many ways, we of the Christian Church are deeply inter- 

ested in the present processes of transformation and read- 
justments which are taking place in the Disciple Church, and we 
should study the fundamental principles involved in their con- 
troversy because there are many of our denomination who need to 
clarify their own thinking on some of these matters. The Christian 
Church has many preachers and laymen who are as much confused 
en the question of baptism as are our Disciple brethren themselves. 
The time has come in the development of the Christian world when 
these two denominations, ourselves and the Disciples, should face 
certain facts squarely and honestly—and without the self-delusion 
which too many times has been practiced in both churches. 


Binns our movernents have closely paralleled each other in 


IRST. Both denominations have from the first assumed much 
honor in that they advocate the union of all the followers of 
Christ and have claimed to offer the only basis for such union. 
Now either we are honest in that proposition, or we are not. If 
we are honest in it, we will not erect any barrier which will in- 
evitably and surely keep the followers of Christ from uniting. But 
that is the very thing the Disciples as a church have done, and the 
very thing that some of our own preachers and churches have also 
done. The Disciples have insisted upon immersion, and many 
preachers and laymen in our own denomination have been as radical 
against sprinkling as have any of the Disciples. Now such a posi- 
tion on baptism immediately raises the question of the honesty 
and sincerity of our plea for unity and union; for every one who 
knows anything at all about the other denominations must admit 
that there is not the remotest hope of ever persuading the Church 
to unite on the basis of inrnersion only; for 


a. The great preponderating majority of the Church at the 
present time is practicing sprinkling. Only a little more than ‘one- 
fourth of the members of the Church in America belong to im- 
mersionist churches, and it is absurd to suppose that the other 
three-fourths can ever be converted to that way of thinking. 


b. The whole trend of the Christian world is away from im- 
mersion as the only form of baptism—even in the Disciple and Bap- 
tist churches themselves. Only a comparative few in even these 
two denominations any longer believe in baptism for regeneration. 
And in every denomination all but the wholly hopeless now recog- 
nize other forms of baptism—practicing interdenominational fel- 
lowship with those who are sprinkled, or even with the Friends, who 
use no water at all but believe only in spiritual baptism. 


ec. There is a growing number in the Disciple and Baptist 
churches who believe in “open membership’—that is, who believe 
that anyone whom Christ has received and who is ‘loyal to him, 
even though sprinkled, should be received into the Disciple or the 
Baptist church as the case may be. It is the increasing tide of 
this view which is causing the disruption in the Disciple Church 
just now, and which will keep on causing it until the doors of their 
churches are opened wide to every honest follower of the Master. 

d. The whole movement of Christian opinion and conception 
of God is away from that medieval literalism and sacerdotalism 
which places emphasis upon the exact manner in which any cere- 
mony is performed. The conflict over, the mode of baptism can 
never be harmonized with any view of Christ which fits into the 
sense ofChristian right and duty. The thought that Christ cares 
more about immersion than he does about saving China or any 
other country is intolerable to the modern mind and inconceivable 
to the modern heart. The very moment the Church in modern 


times became missionary and evangelistic with a passion to save- 
men and women, that moment its ritualism and literalism. were- 
doomed. 

And now because these things are true, it is obvious to every 
one that there is not one iota of ground on which to hope that the 
Church ever can be brought to practice immersion as the only form. 
of baptism. This is why the “plea” for union by the Disciples, the 
talk about “freedom” in the Baptist Church, and the advocacy 
of “union” by those in our own church who will not practice sprin- 
kling, all sound to other denominations like empty pretense or 
pitiful self-deception. We all three are thus subjecting ourselves: 
to ridicule by the rest of the Christian world. And we have got to. 
make up our minds either to go on into a practice as big and fine 
as our profession, or else assume towards the other churches that 
pharisaical “holier than thou” attitude which is so repugnant to. 
thoughtful people now and will continue rapidly to grow more so.. 
The latter will mean disintegration and dishonorable death for any- 
denomination which persists in it and there is no possible argument. 
for “restoration” or of Biblical rightness which in this day andj 
generation will save any church that tries it. 


ECOND. “We speak where the Scriptures speak and remain 
silent where the Scriptures are silent” has been made a catchy 
phraseology of self-deceit in the Disciple churches, and many of 
our folks have practiced its spirit. For the real fact is that that. 
fine-sounding phrase has been applied to the one subject of bap-. 
tism almost exclusively. We have read the Disciple periodicals for 
years, and we have rarely ever seen those words quoted except 
on the question of immersion. On every other point of theology 
under the sun, there is as much variety and difference of opinion, 
in the Disciple Church as there is in any other denomination. The 
“Scriptures speak” far more explicitly and vigorously about “love”: 
and “forgiveness” and “righteousness” than they do about baptism;. 
but we have never found the Disciples nor those sticklers for im- 
mersion in our own denomination to be one-hundredth part as adept 
and as concerned in quoting Scripture on these points as they are 
on water baptism. That phrase, “Where the Scriptures speak,” has: 
been made the battle cry of only baptismal discussions long enough, 
and it is time for it to be dropped from religious phraseology. 
Those who have, never used it, nor the idea behind it, are just as. 
Scriptural and just as loyal to the Christ as are those who have. 
made a hobby of it. 


‘THIRD. Immersion is the one great divisive thing in the Protes- 

tant Church today. It is practically the only thing which now- 
stands at the door of any denomination to exclude the followers of- 
Christ coming from other denominations. Immersionist churches are 
the only churches which now require Christians from other denom- 
inations to be remade according to their own particular forms, or- 
stay out. Men and women pass from one chureh to the other with- 
out any doctrinal test at all, or with one which is so formal that it 
is meaningless. Methodist, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Uni- 
ted Brethren, Baptists, Disciples, Friends, all pass and repass from 
one to the other by letter; and the question of doctrine, if raised’ 
at all, is so superficially put that practically no one is ever denied 
entrance on the ground of Christian belief. The writer has never- 
personally known of a single instance in which anyone bearing a 
letter from another denomination has been refused because of in- 
tellectual differences. There are so many shades of meaning at- 
taching to theological phraseology that no pastor with a doctrinak 
yardstick, even in a creed church, can lay it down on the mind of- 
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any candidate for membership and be sure that he has measured 
that man’s doctrinal beliefs correctly. Trying to exact a doctrinal 
uniformity at the door of the church by some sort of creedal test 
is a pretense so glaring that it is becoming more and more obnoxious 
to local creed churches everywhere. So the doctrinal test as a 
stumblingblock to church unity is fast passing away. But just 
because the preacher and the congregation can see what sort of 
baptismal service is conducted, immersion is still required by cer- 
tain churches. And this has come to be practically the only one 
thing in which any church questions the readiness for its member- 
ship of any Christian who comes bearing greeting and commenda- 
tion from another denomination. In other words, a physical and 
material act is now the one and only test raised to disrupt the spir- 
itual unity of these churches. If that is not rank materialism, 
-what is? 


FOURTH. It all comes to the question, then, of the place which 

baptism holds in the economy of the Church. Baptism is either 
a sacerdotal and holy ritualism, or it is not. If it is, the physical 
act of baptising in water becomes necessary for salvation; and a 
God crude enough and unspiritual enough to require such Oriental 
ritualism might also be infantile and materialistic enough to damn 
any other form of baptism than immersion. But in that case, there 
is absolutely no hope for anybody but those who have been im- 
mersed. The great Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Congrega- 
tionalist, and all the other churches which sprinkle, are lost—and 
lost only because they do sprinkle! If they are lost, to recognize 
them as Christian, in interdenominational work and otherwise. 
should be looked upon as archheresy. But such a theory of bap- 
tism and of God is so monstrous that it is inconceivable and un- 
bearable in this enlightened day. If baptism is not, then, such a 
ritualistic form that the very performance of it or the manner 
thereof is absolutely essential to salvation, it must be a symbolism. 
And the exact form of any symbolism cannot possibly make any dif- 
ference eithér to God or to the convert who uses it ‘sincerely. This 
truth is basic. The very nature of God is involved in it. And the 
very reality of the living Christ is indicated by it. 


IFTH. The “open membership” which is being practiced by the 

Disciple churches is only a half-way affair at best. In China it 
seems to be a subterfuge—in that certain of the Disciple churches 
there have a plan by which they carry no membership roll at all, 
and thus can receive Presbyterian and other sprinkled Christians 
into their “fellowship,” but not into their membership. In America, 
their “open membership” churches will receive by letter Christians 
who have been sprinkled; but neither they nor their pastors, so 
far as we have been able to learn, will themselves sprinkle, and 
we do not believe that any of them will receive a member of the 
Friends, who has had no water baptism of any kind. We have in 
our own denomination some churches and many preachers who 
will go no further than the Disciples, and who practice exactly 
this same kind of “open membership.” It is a misnomer to call 
it “open”; for it is.not open at all, but only slightly ajar! Only 
certain Christians can get in, and the rest must stay out! And 
what is more, the almost universal practice of such churches and of 
such preachers is to keep nagging their sprinkled members after 
they are in, trying to get them to be rebaptized by immersion! 
Some of the Chinese missionaries who have been accused of practic- 
ing such “open membership,” for instance, gleefully report in the 
press the fact that some of the Presbyterian workers whom they 
thus received were later “led to see the error” of their baptism 
and were immersed by the Disciple missionaries! Many of our own 
churches and pastors who receive Methodist and Presbyterian and 
other unimmersed Christians by letter, fret and worry them with 
arguments against sprinkling until they consent to immersion for 
the sake of peace. And many of our preachers refuse to sprinkle 
even their own members who ask for it, saying that they can not 
conscientiously administer that form of baptism. 

Such a half-way position is absolutely untenable. Either the 
mode is so basically vital that no one is a Christian but the im- 
mersed—and in that case, “open membership” of any kind is wrong. 

«Or else the mode is so basically unimportant that one can be a 
Christian under any form—and in that case it is no matter for the 
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conscience at all. Some preachers have gotten into the habit of 
e.ploying the word “conscience” in a mighty loose manner in this 
connection. Conscience has to do only with matters of ethics, and 
where principles are involved. And if baptism is a symbolism, 
preachers may have their preference about the mode but they have 
no more right to employ their conscience in the matter than they 
have in the use of one cup or many in the observance of the com- 
munion. If Christ does not accept the unimmersed, then any 
preacher may conscientiously refuse to do anything else but im- 
merse. But if Christ does accept the sprinkled, a minister certainly 
puts himself in a queer position when he declares that his conscience 
will not allow him to do what Christ honors and blesses. 


THIS “open. membership” as practiced by the Disciple churches 

and by some of our own pastors is an illogical and indefensible 
position—because it is a compromise with the truth. Its fatal weak- 
ness is that it is a hybrid of two antithical theories of baptism. No 
man can defend it without impaling himself upon the horn of one 
or the other of these diametrically opposed ideas of the nature of 
God and Christianity. And our “open membership” brethren in all 
churches are in an indefensible situation because they still try to 
hold fast to the thought that immersion is a superior and God- 
endued kind of baptism, and they themselves practice no other, but 
at the same time want to have the bigness of heart to indulge the 
frailty of those who persist in risking some inferior mode. Such a 
classification of baptism is preposterous and a caricature upon the 
nature of God. It is on a par with the claim of the Episcopal 
Church to a superior and God-favored type of clergy over and 
above the rest of us, but who want to practice a benevolent in- 
dulgence towards us other preachers the while they pity us! To 
take the position, either by dogma or practice, that God looks with 
a little more favor upon immersion than he does upon sprinkling is 
to predicate the opinion that he is more kindly disposed towards 
the Disciples and Baptists than he is towards the Methodists and 
Presbyterians, or towards our own denomination—which has thou- 
sands of members who have been sprinkled and still other thousands 
who believe as the Friends and have never been baptized with 
water by any form. Such a conception of God is incongruous, and 
wholly incompatible with the idea that the members of every de- 
nomination are alike Christian to, their heavenly Father, just as 
they are to us who know them as friends and neighbors and who 
number many of our relatives and dearest loved ones among the 
members of these various churches. ‘ And such an idea of God 
is fatal to every movement which hopes to forward interdenomina- 
tional fellowship and the unity of God’s people. 

Our “open membership” brethren in all denominations will 
never get very far towards the union of all of the followers of 
Christ until they have courage enough to come all the way across 
to the fact that there is no supra-baptism, a God-favored type of 
baptism—that modes are all alike in their significance to Christ, 
and that the Church and the ministry should make no more differ- 
ence in administering the various forms than Christ does in honor- 
ing and blessing them. 


A Competent Salvation 


NE of the things most needed in the evangelistic effort of the 
QO Church is that proper emphasis be laid upon the competency 

of salvation in Jesus Christ. The Church has been too con- 
tent to preach a half-way salvation, one that is pitifully impotent 
and limited in its scope. Every herald of the gospel is very confi- 
dent that there is salvation in Christ for every sin; but most of 
them have such vague and peculiar ideas of what sin is. Christian 
casuistry has always been and still is a strange combination of 
permission and denial. It has placed upon the taboo list many 
things which have little or no ethical or spiritual implication, and 
then permitted other things of most damning consequence to both 
the individual and to society. 

We are thinking now, for instance, of the fact that there are 
many Christian people whose conscience would not permit them 
to play a game of cards or of checkers at all, and yet who grow 
so angry that they are constantly making “scenes” in their homes 


THE HERALD OF 


and saying unkind and bitter things. The Church has had much 
to say against cards, but it has had little to say against getting 
mad. And yet infinitely more trouble and heartache and sin have 
come from anger, than from gambling. We are not justifying 
the one, we are only condemning the other as the worse of the 
two. Yet many a Christian dares not raise his voice against anger, 
or jealousy, or gossip, or stinginess, because he himself is con- 
stantly guilty of these things. 

There is many a man who would not take a drink of liquor for 
the world, but who is a grouch and impossible to get along with, 
and who treats his family and hired hands like a brute. And the 
Church has tolerated such people, even sometimes among its lead- 
ers. Men and women have stood high in church work the while 


The Trend 
Pocket Bible for the Blind 


The American Bible Society is producing a small handy volume 
of Scripture selections for the blind. The purpose is to have a 
light book for easy handling by the aged and invalids, and for 
easy carrying by those who travel. The cost of the book will be 
very moderate so that it can be widely circulated. The passages 
of Scripture will be among those universally cherished by Chris- 
tians for instruction, comfort, and inspiration. 


The blind are not only handicapped seriously by blindness, but 
by the necessary bulk and cost of books in embossed systems. While 
an ink print Bible can be supplied for fifty cents, an average 
embossed Bible costs over $50. The 50c ink print Bible weighs 
about a pound, while an average Bible for the blind weighs over 150 
pounds. Of course such a Bible is not in one'volume. It takes from 
eleven to fifty-eight volumes, according to the embossed system 
used, to make a Bible, the pages of which are, on an average, 
13x14 inches. 


The small volume will consist of approximately forty sheets 
7x14 inches and will weigh about one pound, and will be the 
nearest approximation of a vest pocket edition ever issued for 
the blind. ; 


Inquiries in regard to this volume and gifts to promote its 
circulation should be addressed to Mr. L. B. Chamberlain, Bible 
House, Astor Place, New York City. 


Defending the Faith by Law 


The bill before the Kentucky legislature to prohibit the teaching 
of evolution in the schools of that State on which we commented 
three weeks ago, was defeated by a narrow majority. Almost the 
entire religious press, so far as we have seen, was strongly against 
the enactment of such a law, believing that it is entirely outside 
the province of legislative bodies to decide what religious or 
scientific theories shall or shall not be taught. The Presbyterian 
Continent says: 


That would not only enslave state education to dogmatic theol- 
ogy, but would leave it to be forever trampled by conflicting the- 
ologies, of which the silliest would in such conditions count most. 
One or two Christian denominations in this country still declare 
as a religious dogma that the world is flat. Imagine a school-teach- 
er having to hide the geography globe for fear a child belonging 
to such a sect might learn that bigoted ignorance in his church 
was making a fool of him. 

More deplorable, however, than mere reversion to medieval 
Church control over the state, is the picture which this performance 
gives to the world of Christians afraid to meet new truth. 

It has been far and wide the boast of Protestants—of Presby- 
terians rather particularly—that education flourishes where 
Protestant churches are strong. Historically it is true. Schools, 
colleges, universities have always developed quickly in Protestant 
settlements. But what a paradox this is—that right out of this 
Protestant heritage there have now arisen men and women afraid 
to have their children go to school unless they can be kept from 
hearing that an overwhelming majority of scientists today think 
this earth and its forms of life were developed by processes of 
evolution. 

The hubbub thus made in the Church can have on an observing 
public outside the Church only one effect. What that effect must 
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their whole lives were so niggardly, so money obsessed, so swayed 
by quick and ungovernable temper, or something of that kind, that 
their influence was nil in the community in which they lived. And 
yet the Church has said little against these things. 

If the salvation of Jesus Christ is not competent to take care 
of a high temper, or a stingy heart, or a grouchy disposition, we 
do not see how it is going to do anything for a drunkard or a 
gambler! And until the followers of Christ prove by their lives 
that he can save and keep them from getting mad, and being 
grouchy, and from gossip, and dirty stories, and a lot of other 
things of maybe minor importance, how can they hope to persuade 
the thief and the harlot that Christ is able to save from sins like 
theirs? 


of Events 


be, let history tell. Refer to the time when the popes forbade 
people to believe the earth was moving. How simple the verdict 
was. Thoughtful men judged the scientists knew what they were 
talking about and the Church had not even tried to learn. So 
they disregarded the Church. 

The Roman Church never recovered the ground it lost with 
intelligent humanity by giving the lie to Copernicus and Galileo. 
The harm was done when the assumed head of Christendom be- 
trayed a fear that there might be somewhere in the universe a 
truth which, if discovered, would destroy Christianity. 


A man who for sake of his faith protests against hearing what 
is said to be a new fact, suggests inevitably that down in his heart 
he doubts whether his religion is a fact. If he were dead sure of 
his religion, he would certainly say: 

“Bring on whatever you think you have discovered. If it’s 
true, it can’t conflict with anything else that’s true. And that 
certainly puts it beyond any possibility of spoiling my faith.” 


Great Britain Grants Freedom to Egypt 


It comes as something of a surprise to hear Great Britain an- 
nounce that it will give Egypt what is virtually independence. So 
far as we recall, this is the first instance in history in which a 
great nation has surrendered, without being forced to do so, a ter- 
ritory over which it has for any length of time held dominion. The 
relations between Egypt and Great Britain have been most unsatis- 
factory for a long time, and it is certainly the expedient and sen- 
sible thing to throw the Egyptians upon their own responsibility. 
We hope that they will prove more capable of self-government than 
the, Irish seem to be doing. 

Inasmuch as Egypt is the connecting link between the east and 
the west of the British Empire, Great Britain reserves to itself the 
right to protect its communications in Egypt and to defend that 
country against all foreign aggressions or interference; and to 
prevent outside entanglements, it undertakes to protect the inter- 
ests of foreign nations in Egypt. It also reserves the right to pro- 
tect minorities in that country, inasmuch as it recognizes the fact 
that the welfare and peace of Egypt are of prime importance to the 
British Empire. But until a settlement can be effected on these 
terms, relations will continue as heretofore. 


Every Day 2,173 Persons Joined Church 

According to the religious statistics compiled by Dr. E. 0. 
Watson, Washington, secretary of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America, there was an average of 2,173 persons joining 
the various churches of America every day for the last five years. 
And during the same time there was an average of three new con- 
gregations organized daily, and an average of four and one-half 
persons entering the ministry every day. Statistics show that the 
churches are steadily overcoming their war losses. 

The various religious bodies report 233,104 congregations, 
manned by 200,090 ministers. This is a gain of 5,617 congregations 
and 8,294 clergy over the Government figures for 1916. While 
there has been much talk of a shortage of ministers, the increase in 
clergy has been approximately fifty percent more than the increase 
in the congregations. Dr. Watson thinks that the 33,014 difference 
between ministers and congregations does not indicate a corre 
sponding shortage of pastors, as many ministers, especially in the 
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rural districts, have charge of two or more churches. But he must 


remember that thousands of retired and aged ministers are listed’ 


in these reports. 

Of the 45,997,199 persons listed officially as church members, 
the Roman Catholics have 17,885,646. Roman Catholic figures rep- 
resent estimated population including all baptized persons. Protes- 
tant bodies count only communicants. 

The thirty bodies related to the Federal Council of Churches 
have 19,933,115 members. They have a total of 142,472 congrega- 
tions, manned by 113,761 clergy. Their gain in membership over 
the preceding five years is 1,245,935. Their total constituency is 
-55,812,722, a gain of 3,448,618 over the 1916 census figures. 

The total religious constituency of the country (including all 
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members and adherents) is placed at 95,858,096 persons. Owing 
to different statistical methods of the various churches these figures 
are estimated in accordance with studies made by statisticians. On 
this comparable basis the constituency of the various great bodies 
is as follows: Protestants, 74,795,226; Roman Catholics, 17,885,646 ; 
Jews, 1,120,000; Eastern Orthodox (Greek and Russian), 411,054; 
Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 1,646,170. 

The Baptists passed the Methodists for the first time, by about 
thirty-eight thousand, each one having approximately eight millions 
of members. In this gain, all bearing the Baptist or the Methodist 
name are included, although there is a wide divergence between 
many of them. The Lutherans stand third as a whole, and the 
Presbyterians fourth. 











A Gall to Prayer : 


Hor the pre-Easter Period and the Easter Week of Prayer, April 9 to 16, 1922 


=| HE Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America and the Commissions on Evangelism 
A of its constituent churches unite in this Easter call to prayer, to consecration and to serv- 
at) ice at an hour when the weakness of humanity, without divine strength, is clearly revealed | 

in the affairs of men. Let us continue to ‘‘pray without ceasing’’ that the hand of God 
and the spirit of Christ may so guide and inspire the nations that they may press on towards the broth- 
erhood of men. 





Never has the appeal come to us with more impelling force in behalf of human suffering in the 
Near East and Russia where millions of our brethren face starvation. 

Great movements for the promotion of brotherhood and for the incitement of human compassion 
are but the natural products of the gospel and the Church of Jesus Christ. 

The streams of human life can rise no higher than their source. Nations can be redeemed only as 
mankind is convicted of sin, induced to repentance and becomes subject to our divine Lord and Master. 
National hatreds can cnly be overcome and human compassion can only be deepened by getting hatred 
and sin out of the hearts of men and out of our own hearts by the expulsive power of the love of Christ. 

Our first call is to self-examination and penitence. 

Let us, therefore, seek with humility and faith for the outpouring of the Spirit in the lives of men. 
We have abundant reason for hope. The result of our prayer and service during the past two years was 
an unusual increase in the membership of our churches. This must not be permitted to induce self- 
satisfaction, but it should hearten us and fill us with renewed faith that the prayers of millions of the 
members of our churches will bring immeasurable release of spiritual power. 

We have evidences of this awakened faith. ‘‘The Week of Prayer’’ in January 1922 was more wide- 
ly observed than it has been for many previous years. 

The subjects for the Easter season deal with the fundamental faith upon which depends the destiny 
of our country and the world. It is the redemption through Christ. ‘‘There is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.’’ We are seeking to follow the experiences of the 
closing days and hours of our Master’s life. With his followers, and through them, the whole world of 
mankind may be resurrected from the sepulcher of human suspicion and human conflict into which the 
world has fallen as the result of a war brought on by human selfishness and sin. Let us pray that hun- 
dreds of thousands of new voices may be added to the company of those who ery out of a personal ex- 
perience, ‘‘He is risen!’’ 

The Church must do her work upon the plain of hum4n life if she follows her Master, but she must 
also, with her Master, seek the mountain top of prayer. 

“The world sits at the feet of Christ, 
Unknowing, blind, and unconsoled, 
It yet shall touch his garment’s fold 


And feel the heavenly alchemist 
Transform its very dust to gold.” 
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may be one and the same in our com- 

mon thinking, but in reality they are 
vastly different. Our devotions have to do 
almost wholly with our attitude toward God 
—our worship of him, and the giving of our 
lives to him. Our prayers have to do with our 
needs and our desires, and may be offered 
with, or without, the spirit of reverence, 
worship, dependence, or thanksgiving. That 
we may, and should, pray for persons, and 
for things, is true; but all too often our 
prayers consist almost wholly in asking Goad 
to give us something or to do something for 
us. And it matters little what he gives 
to us, or what he does for us, just so it is 
something given or done. Sometimes we 
even go so far as to tell God very explicitly 
what we want, and when we want it; and 
very kindly, of course, but very pointedly 
nevertheless, let him know that if we do 
not get what we want, and when we want 
it, he need not trouble himself about it at 
all. We make out our schedule for the re- 
vival, and let him know when it is to be- 
gin, and when it is to’end, and tell him to 
govern himself accordingly. We make out 
our prayer lists and present them to him 
with the names of those we want saved. 
That is prayer; that is petition; that is be- 
seeching; that is appealing. But it may 
not have in it the spirit of devotions, and 
certainly such prayers are not always an- 
swered. 

We get the true idea of devotions from 
the incident of Christ scourging the money 
changer from the Temple. He said, “It is 
written that my Father’s house shall be a 
house of prayer, but ye have made it a den 
of thieves.” The word “written” means 
more than record. It means law: When 
Pilate said, “What I have written, I: have 
written,” he did not mean record, he meant 
law. The fundamental law of the sanctu- 
ary is that it is a house of prayer. We are 
told that the word prayer used by the proph- 
et means a pouring out; an unrestrained, 
even an unguided torrent, pouring itself out 
with resistless force. When we put the two 
words into proper relation to each other, we 
have the life pouring itself out to God— 
not in petition alone, not in merely asking 
for things, not in formal address which we 
often misname prayer; but in an unre- 
strained, even in an unguided, torrent of 
love, of adoration, of praise, or worship. 
Such a prayer flows like a fountain. It is 
when this sort of devotions takes hold of the 
human heart that the life is endued with 
power from on high. 

Prayer in its truest sense is not the use 
of words, nor the vocalizing of a desire. In 
praying there is no end. Yes, we must pray 
without ceasing. It is the only thing we 
can do endlessly. .We cannot always pray 
audibly. But there is a praying that is not 
in words. That is the great praying, the 
soul breathing itself out to God. 


“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire 
Uttered or unexp: 

The motion of a hidden fire 

That trembles in the breast.” 


O*: devotional life and our prayer life 


PRAYER 


BY REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 


Such praying is a continual rising of the 
whole life toward the infinite. 

Prayer is the creature talking with the 
Creator—not a beggar at the gate of the 
rich man, nor a supplicant at the throne of 
justice; it is a child talking with its father. 
It is not a petitioner for undeserved favors, 
nor an alien and a stranger seeking admit- 
tance to the household of faith. Prayer is 
the means of mutual communication be- 
tween the soul and its God—not ‘a soul 
groveling in craven, abject slavery before its 
master. 


The soul communicates to God an aspira- 
tion. God communicates to the soul an in- 
spiration. In the spiritual Kingdom, the 
life begins to expire the moment it ceases 
to aspire. Spiritual aspiration makes im- 
possible spiritual expiration. If men would 
always pray, men would never faint. 

Let it be kept in mind that the object of 
prayer is not to inform God of our needs. 
“Your heavenly Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of before ye ask him.” The 
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Longing 


Oh, God! If I could only find the way 
To say the things I think; 

For now I feel so like a thirsty man 
Above the river’s brink, 

Knowing full well just what he wants; 
But standing on a height, 

Below his feet the river’s swirl, 
Far distant, yet in sight. 





Oh, God! My soul knows what it wants 
to say, 
Yet inarticulate 
It strives in vain to break the chains 
that bind; i 
But it can only wait. 
Knowing full well just what it wants, 
It still ean find no way 
To chant aloud the joyous things 
It strives so hard to say. 


Oh, God! i have such heavenly 
thoughts; and yet 

Cannot express them well. 

If I were but a poetess, my soul 
Could burst its leaden shell. 

Then I could sing a psalm of joy, 
And to the world proclaim 

The wonder, love, and praise I bear 
For my Creator’s name. 


But, God, since I am not so blessed, I 
thank | 
Thee for the pow’r I own 
To make my prayers an offering of 
praise 
To lay before thy throne. 
At least to thee I can convey 
The thoughts that none may know, 
And thou canst listen to my heart 
When joy doth overflow. ’ 


—Elien M. Burdett, in The Congrega- 
tionalist. 


ny 
object of prayer is not to inform God; but 
it is to train the one who prays to personal 
communication with God, or personal son- 
ship toward God. We are made for. son- 
ship. Sonship is personal correspondence, 
intelligent correspondence with God. Though 
prayer in its beginnings is so simple that 
the feeblest child can pray, yet at the same 
time it rises to the highest and holiest place 


to which man can aspire—fellowship with 
the Unseen, Holy One. 

All the powers of the eternal universe are 
at the disposal of the man who prays. Pray- 
er is the channel of all blessings, the secret 
power of life. Not only for ourselves is it 
thus, but for others, for the Church, for 
the world. It is to prayer that God has 
given the right to take hold of him, and hts 
strength. It is on prayer that the promise 
waits for its fulfillment, the Kingdom for 
its coming, the Church for her ministers, 
and the glory of God for its full revelation. 


The disciples had been with Christ and 
had come to know that the secret of his won- 
derful life was the secret of communion 
with his Father. They came to him and 
said, “Lord teach us how to pray.” And 
why not be taught? We are taught every 
other thing. Why not be taught to pray? 
Why go into the presence of the eternal God 
without thinking about what we should say 
and do? But no matter how much we may 
be taught of men, it availeth little in the 
absence of the divine teaching. No word 
should be spoken about prayer without men- 
tioning the two fundamental elements. 


. 


IN FAITH, AND IN HIS NAME 


Faith and prayer are so intimately con- 
nected that we cannot speak of one with- 
out at least implying the other. Our Lord’s 
first lesson on prayer was, “Ask, and ye 
shall receive.” But further on in his teach- 
ing he emphasized another element—faith. 
He says, “Whatsoever things ye ask in 
prayer believing, ye shall receive.” Not only 
are we to ask, but we are to ask in faith. 
Then later on, indeed just before he ce- 
parted from the earth, he said: “Hitherto 
ye have asked nothing in my name. What- 
soever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you.” 

To ask in the name of Christ is more 
than mere asking. It is more than asking 
in faith. To ask in the name of Christ is 
to ask because of our identity with Christ. 
His name is his person. It is he himself. 
God does not see us as we are in ourselves, 
but as we are in Jesus Christ. God does not 
hear us when we pray in our own name, nor 
in the name of our church; but only when 
we pray in the name of Jesus Christ. When 
one presents a request in the name of an- 
other, it is the other person that asks 
the favor. When we go to the Father, in the 
name of his Son, it is the Son that is the 
suppliant; and because the Father can deny 
the Son nothing that he desires, it is certain 
that when we pray in his name, we shall re- 
ceive. 


What think ye would happen should the 
Church get hold of this power in prayer 
where nothing could be denied because it 
asked in the name of Jesus Christ? What if 
she should come to be so much in harmony 
with the divine purposes that the Spirit, 
with groanings that could not be uttered, 
would make intercession for her? Would 
not all her weakness become strength, and 
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would not her shame be turned into honor? 
Should the Church become a Church of 
prayer on this high level of identity with 
the Lord Jesus Christ, she would draw out 
of the largeness of the infinite love, stores 
of good things of which she has never yet 
had faith to believe, or vision to see, but 
which can only be given to the man, or to 
the church, that prays. 

But I am sure that one question is quiv- 
ering on your lips, and trembling on your 
tongues: Does God answer prayer? Yes, 
God answers prayer. I have heard of some 
pretended answers to prayer that discredited 
God’s good sense, to say nothing of his love 
and wisdom. They were said to be answers 
to prayer; but were in very deed no answer 
at all,-but were mockeries, supposed an- 
swers. Such pretended answers have re- 
sulted in greater narrowness, intenser big- 
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otry, and more stinging sectarianism. But 
God does answer prayer. 

Would you have an enlarged manhood? 
Would you have a more queenly woman- 
hood? Would you be free from self and 
sin? Would you have your passions puri- 
fied? Would you have a patriotism free 
from partisan bias? Would you have your 
homes of the heavenly type? Would you 
have power with God and with man? Would 
you have the kingdoms of this world to be- 
come the, Kingdom of our Lord and his 
Christ? Would you have the slaves to go 
out with joy and be led forth with peace? 
Would you have the mountains and the hills 
to break forth into singing and have all 
the trees of the field to clap their hands? 


. Would you have all men to dwell together 


in peace and worship God according to the 
dictates of their own conscience? Then pray 
—for God answers prayer. 


Educational Evangelism 


The essence of an address given at the Ontario Religious Educational Council 
at its meeting at Brantford, Ontario; and stenographically 
reported for The Herald by Mrs. F. E. Bullock. 


BY PROFESSOR FRED LANGFORD, B. A. 


ET us remember always to let our chil- 

dren have their own religion. You 

cannot put an old person’s religious 
experience on a young child. Evangelizing 
is discipling of all people, but it is meet- 
ing their need just where they are now, 
not where they will be. 

Intermediate. Adolescence is equiva- 
lent to a new birth in a sense. They are 
reborn a member of a sex, and life takes 
on a new viewpoint. The first dozen years 
of a child’s life, he lives as an individual- 
ist, and the authority is outside of himself. 
He accepts this authority; and pretty large- 
ly his religion is that which is recommended 
by others, and his loyalties are founded on 
these recommendations. But now he has 
passed out from the narrow, obstructed 
view to where he gets a view of the great 
vista of life, and he feels something kin- 
dling that tells him, “I have a part in that 
world.” Now his interest that turned in, 
turns out the other way. Immediately he 
becomes very much interested in others 
about him. Group loyalty. 

This is the Misunderstood Period. We 
can hardly comprehend the adjustments of 
this time, and we forget our own earlier 
experiences. This is the time “when a fel- 
ler needs a friend.” We nag at the boys 
and girls because they do something that 
is kind of ugly, bécause something is in 
them that has to find an outlet. Let us 
look under the surface. 


When he is “reborn” physically, he takes 
over the control of his ow: life. He must 
take his religion over, too; and ‘it is not 
on the say-so of some one else, or on en- 
vironment. At this time, there will be a 
crisis, a decision time—not such a cataclys- 
mic crisis as one has to face who has gone 
away; but at this particular time, there 


must come a choice, a decision that is his 
own. He must have a new birth spiritual- 
ly; and his religion must be reborn, even 
if he has never strayed. Now he needs the 
standards of the Christ to control his life. 
Bring him the Christ he can admire as a 
Hero; the Christ who can understand; who 
knows him and loves him just the same. 


Middle Adolescence. By fifteen or six- 
teen all the inheritances are ripened. They 
are “all there.” The youth begins now to 
put his new life together around some cen- 
tral idea. We must now help him to see 
Jesus as the central motive power of his 
life. Not the Jesus he has known here- 
tofore; but Jesus seen and known in his 
passions, in his actions, and principally 
Jesus in his cross. The elements of altru- 
ism are there. You may not always sus- 
pect it, but it is true. You do not know 
just how youth will take your teaching, 
for their emotions are more or less uncon- 
trolled. They may enter into a wonderful 
experience, or they may go into a fit of the 
giggles. We must present religion to them 
as a supremely worthwhile thing. We must 
help them to hear the voice of Jesus calling 
them to a life of service and sacrifice such 
as his own. The appeal of the Christ ‘is 
the appeal to that period. 

Later Adolescence—18 to 24. Emotions 
no longer control. They are beginning to 
try to think through their problems and 
find a solid foundation. They will test their 
religion. It does not amount to much if 
they do not. The evangel for that period 
is to introduce them to Jesus, who went 
through that same experience. Do you 
think the Temptation in the wilderness 
was only one day? He was tried just as 
we are, and found the solid bedrock on 
which he could fix his feet, and this was 
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‘his statement: “He that loseth his life for 


my sake and the gospel’s, shall find it.” 
He substantiated it through his life, and 
founded the program of world conquest to 
challenge the baptism of power upon young 
people on that day. 

Suppose a boy has made his decision at 
the age of twelve or fourteen. What about 
when he comes to sixteen or eighteen? 
Should he decide over again? No and yes. 
He should not decide over again, he has de- 
cided; but his acquaintances with Jesus and 
his experience should now be made more 
intimate. Later he should understand Je- 
sus in that new and better light. We should 
be interested not only in evangelism, but 
with the process that leads up to it, and 
what follows after it. 


AGENCIES 

What are the agencies through which we 
shall achieve these ideals? There are four. 

First and greatest. The influence or 
contagion of the Christian character of the 
teacher himself. Your own life; not yours, 
but YOU. The teacher is by all odds the 
greatest thing the teacher gets at Sunday- 
school. His religion is made real only in 
persons. God used that way. He did not 
send a Creed, but a Man. Religion is 
Truth and Life that needs to be seen in 
human form to be understood and appre- 
ciated. Character is nurtured by the in- 
fluence of Christian personality, rather 
than by any spoken message. The spoken 
message helps when the life is back of it. 
How did Jesus teach what God was like? 
He revealed the Father through his own 
life. For the sake of your scholars you 
must walk upright and pure, if your mes- 
sage is to carry weight. Do you remember 
what Jesus said in-that prayer, “For their 
sakes, I sanctify myself.” You may not 
be able to explain the meaning of all the 
text to your class, but they know the lan- 
guage of a life, and the message that is 
grasped is the message of your life rather 
than your words. It’s all a sounding cym- 
bal if your life and your teaching do not 
agree. If you have the sense of the com- 
radeship of Christ and the spirit of God, 
what can you not do? If we are to evan- 
gelise our pupils, must we not live as Christ 
lived? Does it not demand the sacrificial 
element in the teacher’s life? 

Second—Atmosphere. An atmosphere 
where Christ’s presence and agency are con- 
sciously known and recognized. Sometimes 
I wonder if it is possible, in the needless 
noise and confusion of some of our Sunday- 
schools, to weigh matters and do the right 
kind of work. Might it not help to create 
the proper atmosphere if we could have 
worship instead of “Opening exercises?” 
Teachers both create and stress atmos- 
phere. There is nothing more nearly non- 
existent in the average Sunday-school than 
real worship. 

Third—The Teacher's Message. Charac- 
ter is neither caught nor taught; it grows. 
It is something within. It may be evoked 
by instruction, by activity, by service. 
God’s Spirit can work through the instruc- 
tion just as well as the teacher’s life. This 
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is not. a substitute for the work of the Holy 
Spirit, but a channel through which the 
Holy Spirit may work. Don’t you think 
that the Holy Spirit can work just as well 
in the lives of boys and girls through the 
proper medium, the proper kind of environ- 
ments and lessons? Can he not work 
through the proper things, as well as 
through the improper? Can he not speak 
to the boy or girl through education? 

The teacher’s message must be concrete, 
brought up to the present. We are not 
trying to make Christians in general, but 
in particular. The trouble with so much 
of our teaching is that it begins and ends 
two thousand years ago. 

Fourth—The Teacher’s Leadership. Your 


task of Evangelism is not done when you 
have passed over the message, or even when 
they accept it. Make sure they live it! 
We are not trying for decisions; but we 
are trying to make pupils live Christian 
lives. .We must go with them and see that 
they use these lessons. We must know 
whether they are reacting on their home 
life, their school life, their community life. 
If we deny ourselves these contacts, we do 
not know whether they are carrying out 
in the life what they are apparently ac- 
cepting from our influence. 

These, all shot through and through with 
the spirit of prayer, which, after all, is the 
basis of all these, are the Agencies through 
which we shall do our evangelistic work. 


Scenes and Impressions in Porto Rico 
BY REV. J. 0. ATKINSON, D. D. 


DIARY—PART XIX 


UESDAY a. m., October 4.—I had a 
T good bed and undisturbed sleep last 

night, even if I did have to find it by 
scaling the roofs of several houses and fol- 
low a devious and doubtful path to it. These 
narrow alleyways, winding stairs, and dark 
passages which one has to traverse in a 
Spanish hotel to find one’s room, make the 
“creeps” come over you, and make you lie 
awake after retiring “trying to hear things 
at night.” But I have learned that the 
Spaniards are not half as dangerous as they 
seem, and as many of their buildings would 
make you think they are. Take that old 


castle at San Juan that guarded the en-. 


trance to the Porto Rican harbor. Now that 
castle was not so bad; it just scared the 
whole world into believing it was bad, and 
for 400 years no one tried to find out 
how little danger there was to it. It was as 
harmless as a molehill when one of our big 


’ ships sailed in shooting distance and just 


sent one bullet crashing through its crumbly 
old, ghostlike shell. And I do believe the 
devil is very much like the Spaniards in this 
respect. e puts up a dreadful front and 
makes you think he is awful with his horns 
and cloven feet. And he is awful as long 
as one stands off and shivers before him; 
but charge into him and his strongholds with 
the breast plate of righteousness and the 
sword of the Spirit, and he capitulates or 
shuffles away. Arecibo is a city on the north- 
west coast of the Island, and is putting down 
hard surfaced streets. As we take our Ford, 
in front of the hotel, to leave, and pack our 
numerous suit cases, hand bags, and impedi- 
menta, including Martin and Minton, all on 
the rear seat, some thirty or more people 
gather to watch the performance. I ask 
Barrett to inquire of the people why the ex- 
citement about us. He does so in his Spanish 
jabberish and learns that the throng had 
taken us for revenue officers and thought 
we were the party that captured some 
blockade-stills last night not far out of 
town. They were anxious for us to be gone 
from the town, and so had gathered excited- 
ly about us to make sure that we did leave 
when we seemed to. We left. 


Well, live and learn! Here is a new one 
on me! Some two miles out from Arecibo 
they are plowing a great field to plant sugar 
cane. And two great stationary engines 
pull the great plows that are tearing up 
and turning over the soil ditch-deep. The 
plows move and the soil stirs, but the en- 
gines that do the pulling stand still. They 


draw the plows by use of great cables which . 


turn, or are driven, by these engines. Amer- 
ican genius is responsible for this plowing 
device, though I never witnessed such plow- 
ing in the States. 

We stop at a grapefruit and orange pack- 
ing house. A gasoline engine drives the 
——— 


A Book Worth While 


I have just recently finished reading 
“History of the American Hymn.” 
While I have: always loved the later 
revival songs as used by the leading 
evangelists, I have a greater love for 
the old standard church hymns. For 
many years I have wanted the history 
of church hymns, and I find the book 
above mentioned all that I was look- 
ing for. These old standards will be 
sweeter to me than ever now. 

“I love thy Kingdom, Lord! The 
house of thine abode,” by Timothy 
Dwight is a masterpiece, the history 
of which is so thrilling that it sings 
itself in a diviner way after knowing 
its origin. The same thing is true of 
all those old hymns that did so much 
to awaken sinners and sanctify be- 
lievers in the early days of the church. 

Each hymn is preceded by a 
biography of the composers. This 
alone is worth the price of the book. 
So often I find it helpful in emphasiz- 
ing some point in a sermon, by quoting 
a verse or so of a hymn; and now this 
may be doubly forceful by relating 
the occasion of the composition, many 
of which are wonderfully inspiring. 

Cynthiana, Ind. 
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machinery of the whole plant. The fruit is 
all washed off with long revolving brushes, 
dried and sorted as to size by machinery. 
The women who wrap the fruit and pack it 
in boxes are paid thirty cents a day, and the 
men who handle the machinery and do the 
boxing and shipping are paid seventy cents 
per day—and all board themselyes. 

This northwestern part of the Island is 
the most beautiful and prosperous looking 
section of any we have seen. It is given 
to great fields of pineapple culture, grape- 
fruit, and orange growing, and is largely 
financiered by Americans, many of whom 
have palatial homes and live here among 
their orchards. Theirs is a veritable garden 
of Eden. But by the side of these palaces 
are huts and hovels that are unspeakable 
for the filth, want, and poverty. Here are 
progress and poverty side by side, in closest 
proximity, and the contrast is painful. 

We arrive at San Juan at twelve-forty- 
five after a drive of forty miles or more 
this a. m. through the most beautiful and 
thriving section of Edenic Porto Rico. Our 
stop here is at the Palace Hotel where we 
spent two nights on our arrival in Porto 
Rico. 

Wednesday, October 5.—The great, good, 
and fateful day has arrived. The time of 
our departure .from this Island draweth 
nigh. Our sailing is registered for five p. 
m. today. I sit much in my room today and 
think over the scenes, incidents, and impres- 
sions that have come to me within the last 
two weeks. I envy Barrett of the great 
work he has done here in planting our Chris- 
tian cause on the Island and on being able 
physically to stand by it through all these 
years. He seems to thrive on mosquitoes, 
malaria, and mercy. That which saps the 
vitality and gradually takes away the 
strength and endurance of others seems to 
be food to his body and nourishment to his 
soul. Evidently God in his wisdom called 
this man, and his faithful companion, to be 
missionaries on this Island. And through 
all these twenty years and more, God has 
been reaching and redeeming benighted 
souls through the consecrated lives and ef- 
forts of these two. And I envy Miss Wil- 
liams, that royal soul who gave up all that 
was near and dear at home, in home ties 
and native land, to come out here and plunge 
into this stream of perishing humanity to 
spend her strength in trying to rescue some. 
I envy her because there are in the States 
now, and here in Porto Rico, young boys and 
young girls who call her “mother” and to 
whom she has been and is a veritable angel 
of light and life and love. If I ever get 
up to “the pearly gates” and find a throng 
there waiting to be admitted, I expect to in- 
quire if there are any missionaries present; 
and if there are, I am going to tarry on the 
outside till they have been admitted, and 
then shall count it a high honor to follow 
them, for I know I shall not be worthy to 
go in ahead of them. If there are any high 
degrees or reserved seats in heaven I cer- 
tainly expect to see them occupied by the 
faithful missionaries. If somehow our peo- 
ple in the (Continued on page twenty-two). 
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The Obsession for Pleasure 
BY REV. G. A. CONIBEAR, D. D. 


HE pernicious nature of the prevailing 
r films is not the only mischief connect- 

ed with the movie. There is the as- 
sumption that the business of life is to be 
amused, and that the world is under obliga- 
tion to support certain interests in the effort 
to do this. The challenge is thrown out 
that if Church people will support whole- 
some films, then such films will be produced; 
but since Church people do not, then the 
movie must cater to the baser elements in 
order to be supported.: That is, certain 
people who have developed the trick or art 
of a kind of acting, demand fabulous sums 
for their activities, and they assume that 
the people must pay the price. It is a sort 
of “hold up” for thoughtful people. 

But for one, I feel to say that I am not 
able, nor do I feel obliged, to attend a movie 
every day, even though there may be put on 
something in every way good. I can not get 
all the good things that are available; can 
not buy all the books I want, can not visit 
my friends as I want to, can not go to all 
the musical concerts I might like, and I do 
not see why I should be obligated to support 
certain people who have assumed that they 
must be supported in entertaining me. 

The fact is that there is a pernicious 
notion developed in our modern life that is 
fast becoming a destroying ambition, viz: 
That it is the business and end of life to be 
entertained, to have “a good time,” which 
is to be “thrilled” and amused and indulged. 

It is somewhat startling to face some 
facts in connection with this tendency. In 
1920 the Government received from the mov- 
ing picture revenue, $7.15 for every man, 
woman, and child in the United States. This 
indicates that over seventy dollars were ex- 
pended for every man, woman, and child in 
movies in that one year. Think of half of 
such a sum expended for the churches! The 
movies is only one form of expenditures for 
pleasure. Add to this sum the money spent 
in the regular theater, ball games, prize 
fights, “joy rides,” dances, and other forms 
of indulgences; and then reflect what it all 
means as to what people consider the ob- 
jectives of life. Sixty billions of cigarettes 
were manufactured in 1921, and forty-six 
billions of them used. These with the cigars 
and the tobacco used in pipes are suggestive 
of the extent we as a people have gone in 
the pursuit of the “pleasure god.” For 
apart from the question of the evils result- 
ing from the use of tobacco, there can be 
no question but that all the money repre- 
sented in the expenditures was spent for 
pleasure, purely a gratification of a false 
and useless appetite. Nearly two million 
acres of good land required for the produc- 
tion of this amount of tobacco! 

It is time to recognize the fact that life 
is meant to be something more than a picnic. 
This nation of ours was not built up to its 
present stature by picnics, “joy rides,” 
dance halls, and “jazz.” There is an un- 


escapable, irrevocable law of toil, of in- 
dustry, to ignore which is folly indeed. It 
is well to read again the fourth command- 
ment, in these days of agitation for “five 
days a week,” and shorter hours of labor. 
And though there is no call to be literalists, 
it is advisable to consider the meaning of 
“six days thou shalt labor.” 

Opportunity for recreation is as necessary 
as opportunity for work; but recreation is 
for more work, not to escape it. And it also 
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is important to remember that the pursuits 
of the hours of leisure should be Re-creation. 


The pernicious tendencies that dominate 
the movies, coupled with the craze for 
amusements, constitute one of the most 
ominous features of modern life. 


There is no call for pessimism. The sanity 
of the American mind will assert itself. The 
actual necessities of living will recall the 
people to the law of service, and there will 
be an awakening to the fact that work is 
wholesome and that indulgence is safe only 
as it is accompanied by sacred purpose. 

Lakemont, N. Y. 


Evangelism 


“Come”—The Great Invitation 
“Go”—The Great Commission 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 


HESE two words are the key to the great 
T Evangel. 
The word to the sinner is “Come.” 
The word to the disciple is ‘Go.” 


“COME” 


It was so from the beginning. God’s great 
heart of love goes out from Genesis to the 
Revelation in yearning invitation to the one 
who has wandered into a far country and 
is spending the substance of his life in that 
which mars and kills. His seeking voice 
was in the Garden with our first parents 
when they first sinned. His voice of con- 
cern and invitation was to Israel when they 
wandered away. “Come now, and let us 


A New “Try, Try Again” 


If at first you do succeed, 
Try, try again. 
Life is more than just ome deed; 
Try, try again. 
Never stop with what you’ve done; 
Mere remains than you have won; 
Full content’s vouchsafed te none; 
Try, try again, 








if you’ve won a bit of fame, 
Try, try again. 
Seek still more honored name; 
Try, try again. 
Sit not down with folded hands, 
Cramp not hope with narrow bands; 
Think what prowess life demands! 
Try, try again. 


If you’ve won on lower plane, 
Try, try again. 

Life is more than one campaign; 
Try, try again. 

Send your guidons to the fore, 

Strive te seize one standard mere; 

Still ungained are palms galore; 
Try, try again. 


If at first you do succeed, 
Try, try again. 

For future harvests sow thy seed; 
Try, try again, 

Rise with sacred discontent, 

Realize that life is lent 

On highest searches to be spent; 
Try, try again. 


—C. A. S&S. Dwight, in Northwestern 
Christian Advecate. 





eee 


reason together,” was his message to his 
chosen people. “Come unto me” was, and 
is, the word of our Christ. And lest we 
might overlook it, he has put the Great In- 
vitation again in the last words of the last 
chapter of the Revelation that all may be 
sure of being included: “The Spirit and the 
Bride say, Come, and whosoever will, let 
him come.” 

“GO” 

And this word is to every disciple. 

It came to Moses to leave the vision of 
a throne to lead others into a Promised 
Land. It came to Abram to “go” to a land 
he knew not, and he went. And that “Go 
ye” out to world conquest came to every 
disciple in that day of our Lord and in this 
day of our Lord, 1922. It came to Andrew 
and he started his world conquest with his 
own brother. It came to Philip and he 
started on his world campaign by winning 
his fellow-fisherman. It comes to Christian 
Everyman today and bids him to embark on 
the world crusade by the way of winning 
the nearest one in the home, in the field, 
shop, or street. 

“Come,” says the Great Invitation to ev- 
ery last, lost man. 

“Go” says the Great Commission, and 
that “Go” may mean across the room or the 
street or the ocean for God and his wander- 
ing children and those lost brethren of ours. 

Erie, Pa. 

2 


A belief is not a proposition to be as- 
sented to and then put away and forgotten. 
It is always in our minds and forever in 
our thoughts. It guides our every action, 
it colors our whole life. It is not for a day, 
but forever. A belief is a strand in the 
cord of our lives that runs through every 
fathom of it from the time it is first twisted 
among the others till the time that life 
shall end.—H. Fielding Hall. 

o 


Sweetest water flows over granite. Finest 


love comes out of the strongest men.—J. H. 
Jowett. 
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At Prayer Time 


Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly of heart, and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls.—Matt. 11: 
29. 


This is one way in which we may be al- 
ways learning—learning of the Master by 
the practice of the Christian life. It is the 
one way that is open to all, irrespective of 
race or station; and it is one way that all 
must pursue if we obtain the intimate spir- 
itual enlightenment that is so often spoken 
of in Christian utterance. 


Naturally one first wonders if Jesus felt 
that outward circumstances would be sud- 
denly changed very materially if men and 
women would take his yoke upon them. But, 
however much we would like to answer 
“yes,” we must say “probably not.” Jesus 
has no material convenience at once to of- 
fer. Even some serious inquirers have 
asked why Jesus did not deal with definite 
reforms and other corrections. Indeed it 
would help much if he had. Yet this appeal 
is not weakened; for even after we have a 
reasonably .well-adjusted outer life, there 
will still be a timely and a winning force 
in these words of our Lord. 


For it does seem true, that there is a 
vast amount to be known about Christ that 
cannot come from reading, listening, or dis- 
cussing points of belief. These are of in- 
estimable value, of course. But to under- 
take the life, to put one’s hand to the plow, 


to endure and still work on in the enter- - 


prise of the Kingdom—from such sources 
as these come the clearer knowledge and 
the deeper assurances for the Christian 
heart. 


Let us pray to be led even more along 
these lines that lead into this more vital 
knowledge of Jesus. 


“Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for thee.” 


Jesus went among the multitudes with 
his outbreaking sense of the presence of 
the heavenly Father, longing to share it 
with them. He knew that no one else could 
give them what he could. No rabbi, whose 
“yoke” they might put on, would be able 
to do for them what the heavenly Father 
would do for them through him. They 
would find the heavenly Father by begin- 
ning to live the kind of life in which Jesus 
has found him, and Jesus would, through 
personal companionship, lead them into this 
kind of life. They must ‘learn of him.’ 
Jesus’ kind of life was the “meek and low- 
ly” life; that is, the kind of life that ceases 
at every point to try to put some other man 
at a disadvantage, and instead tries to share 


with others any advantage that one has ac- 
quired for himself.—Dean Bosworth. 


ao 


The figure of the yoke has wide sugges- 
tion. Does it still apply? 

It is a common saying that Jesus saw a 
“yoked” humanity; men and women bear- 
ing burdens for which they were not re- 
sponsible; carrying strains that overtaxed 
their endurance; doing exhausting work in 
which they had few privileges and scant 
reward. 

Compared with this, how different the 
type of service and of life that Jesus urged; 
truly his yoke is easy and his burden is 
light! He is meek, not austere; lowly of 
heart, not haughty. 

And who can doubt that Jesus was speak- 
ing from conviction that was tested in his 
own experience. His viewpoint and his ap- 
proach to life had proved sustaining even 
to him. Lonely, there was the higher fel- 


—“—“—XSXSXS_>>== 


O Love Divine! that stooped to share 
Our sharpest pang, our bitterest tear, 

On thee we cast each earthborn care, 
We smile at pain, while thou art near. 


Though long the weary way we tread, 
And sorrow crown each lingering 


year, 
No path we shun, no darkness dread, 
Our hearts still whispering, thou art 

near. 


When drooping pleasure turns to grief, 
And trembling faith is changed to 


fear, 
The murmuring wind, the quivering 
ea 
Shall softly tell us thou art near. 
On thee we filnmg our burdening wor, 
O Leve Divine, forever dear; 


Content to suffer while we know, 
Living or dying, thou art near! 


—Oliver Wendell Holmes. 


——————— eee 





lowship; weary, there was a conscience void 
of offense toward God and man; wrongly 
treated, the Father understood; confused 
and perplexed or sorrowed, there was the 
consolation of faith in a sympathetic and 
an overruling Providence. 

May God help us to keep such outstanding 
experience and belief in our Christian out- 
look and service. 

a 
We would leave, O God, to thee, 
Every anxious care and fear; 


Thou the troubled thought can see, 
Thou canst dry the bitter tear. 


On this faith we fain would rest; 
Strengthen thou its blessed power! 
Steadfast keep it in our breast, 
Through each dark and trying hour. 
—Gaskell. 


Christianity means to me: 

A new spirit of love, service, and sacri- 
fice in humanity. 

A relief from the heavy burden of re- 
morse for past errors, blunders, and sins. 

An ever growing aspiration for the future 
and an ever increasing power toward 
achievement. 

Faith in ourselves and in our fellow-men, 


in our infinite possibilities because of our 
infinite inheritance. 

Faith in the great enterprise in which 
God’s loyal children are engaged, that of 
making a new world out of this old world, 
a faith which failure does not discourage 
nor death destroy. 

Faith in a leader who both sets us our 
task and shares it with us; the longer we 
follow him and work with him, the more 
worthy to be loved, trusted, and followed 
does he seem to us to be. 

Faith in a companionable God whom we 
cannot understand, still less definite, but 
with whom we can be acquainted, as a 
child is acquainted with his mysterious 
Mother. 

Faith in our present possession of a 
deathless life of the spirit which we share 
with our Father of our spirits and our di- 
vinely appreciated leader.—Lyman Abbott. 


o 


The mountains lift their crests so high 
that weary clouds, which have no rest in the 
sky, love to come to them, and, wrapping 
about their tops, distill moisture upon them. 
Thus mountains hold commerce with God’s 
invisible ocean, and, like good men, draw 
supplies from the unseen. 

When the tide has been coming in, I have 
often seen how it chafed and fretted, run- 
ning into some narrow-mouthed bay, fill- 
ing it, swirling it round, and lapping upon 
the shores, till by and by, still flowing, and 
flowing, and flowing, it filled the bay full. 
The tide had spent itself: there ran a 
smoothing ripple all over the surface, and 
the whole bay at last was at rest. And so 
the soul, while yet it is being filled, is dis- 
turbed by ripples and eddies; and by and 
by, when it shall have been filled full of 
the power and presence of God, it will be 
satisfied, perfectly at peace, full of joy.— 
Beecher. 

o 


The yoke suggests his presence, his aid. 
his heart-interest; and this is the basis of 
a large portion of the Christian experience. 
Those who know him best, realize that— 

There are unbounded good desires and no- 
ble purposes quickened within us when we 
realize the Master present; 

Disturbed feelings, caused by trouble, or 
perplexity are calmed when we .realize him 
near; 

Wrong desires, go from us when we think’ 
of him being with us. 

Fears depart, faith becomes strong, sor- 
row is comforted, and hope is more eternal 
when in his companionship and service we 
learn more and more of him. 


Heavenly Father, I humbly pray that I 
may make these discoveries in the treasures 
of rest. May every new circumstance un- 
veil to me some deeper seoret in thy pres- 
ence. May the turbulent season be a min- 
ister helping me in the quest of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. May every 
day unveil new mercy, and every night dis- 
cover deeper peace. For Christ’s sake. 
Amen.—Jowett. Ernest D. Griaerr. 
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World Conquest 


News Notes of the Foreign Mission Campaign 
BY WILSON P. MINTON 


sponse to the Foreign Mission appeal; 

but if news received up to this time, 
March 15, can be taken as indicative of the 
general attitude of our people, we have much 
to be encouraged about. Of course at this 
early date it is not possible to give any 
word from churches distant from Dayton. 
But what we have heard makes us exceed- 
ingly hopeful. A larger number of pastors 
than ever before in our history have written 
for missionary material and have expressed 
their intention to make the campaign a thor- 
ough one, reaching out to every member of 
the church. 


A great many have written that they 
planned to take the offering March 12 but 
that they would hold it over until later, 
possibly until Easter, in order to give every 
member opportunity to help. Many have 
organized their people into committees for 
definite follow-up work such as was sug- 
gested in last week’s Herald. In a number 
of ways we are convinced that this has 
been, and continues to be, a most intelli- 
gent and carefully conducted Foreign Mis- 
sion period, in many of our churches. 


We have asked this year that each church 
strive to reach a ten percent increase over 
their Foreign Mission offering of last year, 
and this suggested goal has been accepted 
by a large number of churches. It has many 
things to commend it. It is within reach 
and yet it is sufficiently larger than last 
year’s achievement to present a challenge 
to every church. - It allows the same oppor- 
tunity for the small church as for the larger. 
And such a goal, if reached, will go a long 
way towards placing our mission work on 
a little higher plane than it has yet been 
able to reach. So many of our pastors have 
expressed themselves as definitely working 
for this ten percent increase that we feeY 
certain of a fine response. By completing 
the offering Easter Sunday, more of our 
people will have a part in it. 

Then the appeal for the new chapel at 
Santa Isabel has been heard by many of 
our Sunday-schools and Christian Endeavor 
societies. The suggestion that these organi- 
zations receive offerings for this work in 
addition to the offering of the church for 
the regular work is meeting with hearty ap- 
proval, and many encouraging replies have 
been received. Up to the present time we 
have received more offerings from Sunday- 
schools than from any other church organi- 
zation. An outstanding example of this is 
the Walnut Hills School of Dayton. This 
church is a mission point, being assisted 
by the Home Mission Department. Last 
year its Sunday-school gave twenty-six dol- 
lars for Foreign Missions, and the church 
twenty-five dollars, this latter being in the 
budget. The superintendent announced sev- 
eral weeks ago that the goal set for the Sun- 


[' is yet too early to estimate the re- 


day-school this year would be thirty dollars. 
But later he stated that he felt he had 
made a mistake, as he had just learned that 
the Primary Department already had more 
than ten dollars for this purpose. Con- 
sequently the goal was fomgotten and every 
class planned to make a really worth while 
offering. To make the story short, the Sun- 
day-school received in actual cash on March 
12, an offering of $117.50 for Foreign Mis- 
sions, which is 450 percent more than the 
offering of last year. The church recently 
placed its Foreign Mission budget for this 
year at fifty dollars and very properly de- 
cided that on Foreign Mission day the op- 
portunity would be given for those not using 
the Duplex Envelopes to make an offering 
to this work at that time. It resulted in 
some sixteen dollars to be added to the 
fifty dollars in the budget. This together 
with the amount received from the Sunday- 
school makes a total of more than $180 
from this mission point. It is interesting 
to note that the pastor, Rev. A: W. Hirby, 
is Mission Secretary of the Miami Ohio 
Christian Conference. 

The Greenville Church is following a 
similar plan, as is also Troy; and indica- 
tions are that both will excel last year’s 
splendid offerings. The Covington, Ohio, 
Church, which supports Dr. and Mrs. A. D. 
Woodworth in,Tokyo, is going right ahead 
with this work in businesslike fashion. This 
year the Sunday-school decided to give 
something toward the Santa Isabel Chapel 
as well, which resulted in a substantial of- 
fering. Nearly every pastor attending the 
Miami Ohio Fellowship Club this month 
stated that his church or churches would 
equal or exceed last year’s offering. The 
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Concord Church, Rev. J. A. Albright pas- 
tor, has accepted the task of raising $175 
to buy a much-needed lot in one of our 
Japan fields. Rev. Clarence Defur writes 
that the Wakarusa, Ind., Church went be- 
yond the ten percent increase last Sunday. 
Space forbids mention of all the churches, 
but we plan to list the names of those mak- 
ing a ten percent increase. 


Another interesting feature of the cam- 
paign is the gifts of individuals who are 
not conveniently located to any of our 
churches. The three letters following will 
explain themselves and show something of 
the fine spirit of some of our faithful 
people: ‘ 

Franklin, 1922. 
DeaR BROTHER: 

I have no pastoral charge, but am a member of 
the Christian Church at Hill Village, and a mem- 
ber of the Merrimack Christian Conference. I have 
not been able to attend church for the last three 
months, and it is doubtful whether I can be pres 
ent at the time of collection. At eighty-six years 
of age I find disabilities hard to overcome. I send 
you five dollars for missions. 


N. H., Mareh 11, 


E. H. Wricnr. 


Warsaw, Ind., March 11, 1922. 
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: 

Enclosed find money order for five dollars for 
Foreign Missions, which credit to the Christian 
Church, Sidney, Ind., Ecl River Conference. I am 
not near enough to know when they take their col- 
lection and that is my church home. 

Mrs. N. A. WHITMAN. 


Woodhull, 

BRoTHER MINTON: 
Enclosed find check for five dollars, Foreign Mis- 
sion fund. I have no church to go to. This is my 
contribution to the work. Am eighty years old. 
T. V. Moore. 


N. Y., March 11, 1922. 


We feel sure our people who read the 
above will catch the spirit of these faith- 
ful Christians and that the days just ahead 
will continue to bring in many similar mes- 
sages of faith and hope backed by worthy 
contributions from individuals and church 
organizations. We hope every church and 
every department will plan definitely to 
complete the Foreign Mission Offering on 
Easter Sunday, April 16. 


Woman’s Work 


[Please send items for this department to either Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia 


Craig Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio.] 


Conference Institute Rallies by Convention 
Officers 

E urge the women of Indiana and III- 

inois to attend these institutes. There 
will be a representative of the Woman’s 
Board at each meeting to present their work. 
Mrs. Alice V. Morrill was to have been on 
one of these teams, and so wrote to a num- 
ber of women, urging them to attend. Later 
her schedule was changed, and she will go 
to Virginia and North Carolina instead, but 
she is very anxious for the women of In- 
diana and Illinois to attend. For particulars 
concerning these institutes, see The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty of March 9, page 19. 


Gift from Illinois 
HE woman’s missionary societies of the 
Central Illinois Conference are furnish- 
ing window shades for the windows of 


Franklinton Christian College, and the so- 
cieties of the Southern Wabash Conference 
are making sash curtains, and furnishing 
rods for the windows of forty bedrooms, also 
curtains for the windows in Bishop Cottage. 
The shades and curtains will add very much 
to the appearance and comfort of Franklin- 
ton. Thanks to our good friends. 


Another Progressive Church 

N the afternoon of February 22, at the 

close of the session of the Lay Workers’ 
Institute, the ladies of the Pleasant View 
Christian Church, Bismarck, Illinois, gather- 
ed in one of the classrooms of the church 
and organized a women’s missionary society. 
The meeting was called to order by the 
energetic president of the Danville society, 
Mrs. Paul M. Atherton, who acted as 
temporary chairman. At date there are 
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nineteen members enrolled with the follow- 
ing officers in eharge: President, Mrs. 
Grover DeNeal; Vice-president, Mrs. George 


French; Recording Secretary, Mrs. William - 


Miller; Corresponding Secretary and Treas- 
urer, Mrs. George Taylor; Superintendent of 
Literature, Mrs. James Young. These 
women are fully imbued with the spirit of 
the Master’s last command and are taking 
up the work with heart, mind, and soul. 
They have the backing of the entire church 


in this new line of work and the success of 
the society is assured. 


On Sunday afternoon, March 12, the Dan- 
ville society is to repeat its March meeting 
at the Bismarck Church at the request of 
the new society. Remember this new so- 
ciety in your prayers that they may prosper 
in this work to which they have so earnestly 
pledged themselves. ’ 

BESSIE H. WILLARD. 


The Forward Movement of the Christian Church 


REV. WARREN H. DENISON, Superintendent. 
REV. SIMON BENNETT, Field Worker. 
Headquarters, 27 C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Department of Devotion— 
Department of 


—Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, Fall River, Mass. 
Department of Evangelism—Rev. R. C. Helfenstein, D. D. 
Education— 


-» Dover, Delaware. 


Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Erie, Pa. 
ode Ohio. 


Department of Foreign Missions—Rev. Wilson P. Minton, Dayto 0. 


Department of Stewardship—Rev 
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J. O. Atkinson, D. D., Elon College, N. C. 


Department of Tithing—Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., Lima, Ohio. 


ROGER BABSON is one of the greatest 
statisticians and business experts of 
the day. He treats of business conditions 
and keeps business interests posted on ex- 
isting conditions and needs. He has writ- 
ten several very valuable books dealing with 
Religion and Business. He has done as 
much perhaps as any other man of .the na- 
tion to show business men the need for re- 
ligion. Below we quote what he says about 
Christian Endeavor: 
All that I am and all that I own I owe to a little 


Christian Endeavor society in Gloucester, Mass., of 
which I was once a member. I owe more to this 


society than I do to any college, or any banking” 


institution, or any business organization with which 
I have ever been connected. 

Isn’t it time that you give greater em- 
phasis to Christian Endeavor work? We 
frequently visit our churches that have 
hosts of young people and find no Christian 
Endeavor society. No church, however 
small, can afford to be without a C. E. so- 
ciety. Nothing takes its place. The Y. 
M. C. A., Boys’ and Girls’ Scouts, organ- 
ized Sunday-school class, never can take its 
place. It is a vital factor in a church’s 
life. We believe most heartily in the Y. 
P. S. C. E., the Intermediate and the Junior 
society. Brother Pastor, do not neglect the 
C. E. It is a very important part of the 
religious education work of your church. 
The religious education Forward Movement 
committeeman and his group leaders should 
see that one is organized if there is none, 
or that the present society is strengthened. 


o 


WE learn of a goodly number of pastors 

who have organized a Personal Work- 
ers’ class. Some are using the prayer meet- 
ing for several weeks as such a time for 
instruction, others are forming a separate 
class. Some are using “Conversational 
Circles on Winning Others to Christ” with 
its five chapters for five lessons; others are 
using Sherwood Eddy’s booklet, “Personal 
Evangelism the Greatest Work in the 
World,” for several lessons; others are fol- 
lowing the suggestions offered by Dr. Helf- 


enstein in his “How to Organize for the 
Year’s Work.” We urge our pastors to 
make large use of your Forward Movement 
evangelistic group leaders. We are exceed- 
ingly anxious that all our churches develop 
a stronger evangelistic, soul-winning at- 
mosphere. It cannot be done in a day. It 
needs steady, persistent effort. Train, 
train your people to see the importance of 
this work, and to realize that it is an all- 
year-around work. Our church received in- 
to Christian fellowship last Easter more 
people than on any previous Easter. This 
year we are working and praying for still 
larger results. Our goal is a net increase 
of at least ten percent on an average in 
each of our churches during the conference 
year. Are you really working for that re- 
sult in your church? We plead for a per- 
manent evangelistic atmosphere in your 
church—a continuous evangelism. 


oO 


OT all of our conference Forward Move- 

ment committees have really grasped 
what an opportunity they have in stirring 
up the workers in the churches. It is highly 
important that each of the five committee- 
men keep in close and helpful touch with 
their corresponding committeemen in the 
churches. There are so many ways that 
they need your suggestions and your assist- 
ance in difficult problems. The work fails 
just in proportion as our conference For- 
ward Movement committees fail to keep in 
touch with the members of the committees 
in the local churches. You have a great 
chance to serve, and a great responsibility 
to help. Headquarters office must work 
through you. If you are not pushing the 
work, do not delay longer, we plead. The 
work is too important, too imperative. Do 
not get an idea that the Forward Movement 
plans are only to last awhile, and then pass 
away. They are to be incorporated into the 
very life and fiber of the church. Its prac- 
tical plan appeals to all when it is clearly 
explained. If our Forward Movement com- 


mittees in the conferences will, they may be 
of great service to the churches. We want 
to know what plans you are working out 
in your conference. Will you tell us? They 
may be suggestive to conference Forward 
Movement committees in other sections. 
o 
Use the Group Plan 

HE Presbyterian denomination is using 
~ the group system just as is our own 
church. I have just read the testimony of 
two of their rural pastors. It may be that 
their testimonies will help some of our rural 
pastors who have not yet seen its advan- 
tages. Our own pastors, in many cases, are 
using it successfully. One has just left our 
office who says it is working splendidly. 
This is a Presbyterian rural testimony: “A 
purely rural church of seventy families 
divided into ten groups. They report illness 
or any special need in their respective 
groups. Cottage prayer meetings are held 
each week, except in the winter, in three or 
four homes simultaneous!y—the best plan 
for a rural church. The group plan pro- 
motes both spiritual and financial interests 
of the church and increases co-operation and 
efficiency.” Another rural testimony: “This 
is a parish serving about one hundred square 
miles of rural territory. Have used the 
group plan more than two years. There 
are about twenty groups, averaging about 
ten families. The group leaders render fine 
service, reporting arrival of new families, 
removal of old families, cases of illness, 
help make the financial canvasses, recruit 
new members for the church and Sunday- 
school. They make a systematic effort to 
reach the unchurched of the community. 
Elders, trustees, and workers enthusiastical- 
ly endorse the group plan. The rural church 
which adopts it and then works it will dis- 
cover in it a wealth of possibilities.” 

I have quoted these two testimonies from 
these two rural Presbyterian pastors, both 
from the same State, because we have many 
churches in the same State and practically 
all of them are rural churches. 


o 


The Group Plan Meets Our Denominational 
Need 

JN a peculiar way the group plan is just 

what we need. Many of our churches 
and pastors have never had any program. 
Committees, boards, and agencies have been 
created in a haphazard way, without system 
or uniformity, and without similarity of 
names in conferences or churches. This 
plan simplifies the organization, makes it 
uniform, yet flexible. Our pastors and 
workers have worked en masse, but the 
definite responsibility of looking after each 
member, each family, and, the unchurched 
has been done without system or definite- 
ness. We have talked to the masses, those 
who were at the services, and we have told 
what ought to be done, but now we have 
a denominational plan, a Biblical plan. If 
that is used and persisted in it will mean 


‘a thorough working church. In many hun- 
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dreds of letters, both from our ministers 
and laymen, the evident need of the group 
plan is very clear. Again we would urge 
our pastors—all of them, rural and city— 
to avail themselves of its worth. Yes, it 
will be different, but it is simple and it will 
pay. In your Superintendent’s judgment the 
group plan is the crux of the whole Forward 
Movement. It will not be easy to get 
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pastors and churches to use any plan of 
work or any definite system, but, if in due 
time they will use it, it will build up our 
work permanently and substantially. The 
group system is a plan, the best plan we 
know anything about; it is simple, work- 
able, brings results, fits any church, gives 
every one something to do, is scientific, 
Scriptural, practical. It has been tried out. 


The American Christian Convention 


REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D., President, Albany, Me. 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D., Secretary, Dayton, Ohio 


Office of Secretary: Reem 45, C. P. A. Building, 


IF:—If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 


will forgive their sin, “aa will aad their land. 

—2 Chronicles 7: 14. 

EMINDERS have been mailed to an un- 

usually large number of churches that 
did not take the offering for The American 
Christian Convention within the period al- 
lotted to them. One conference, with fifty- 
one churches enrolled, has thirty of them 
yet to make their offering. Another with 
thirty churches in its membership, has 
twenty-seven of them yet to respond to the 
call. Another with a membership of sixty- 
seven, has forty to hear from. And still an- 
other, with twenty-eight churches on its roll, 
has twenty-six of them to yet join the ranks 
of the loyal. The delinquency cannot be ac- 
counted for by reason of the budget plan; 
for all offerings are credited on the Conven- 
tion books, no matter by what method they 
are taken. It did not used to be that these 
conferences so sadly failed, and I am won- 
dering why it is so now. 


IF :—If thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, 
and satisfy the afflicted soul ; 

THEN :—Then shall thy light rise in obscurity, 
and thy darkness be as the a. and the 
Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy 
rie drought, and make fat thy bones.—Isaiah 

11. 


the pastors and church dette was 
mailed a folder, giving the number of 
churches in each conference, and the number 
and names of the ones having made their 
contribution to the Convention Fund. Many 
of the churches that are yet to make their 
offering are among the largest and wealth- 
iest of our membership, and their pastors 
the best prepared of our ministry. These 
churches used to remit. I am wondering 
why they do not now. Perhaps they will 
even yet. I am. quite sure that some of 
them will. 
ibe eubatonee, be ball gather it for mn chat wil 
pity the — oe ae man shall abound in 
shall not be Sena dee ek > _ 
THE Convention meets this year, and that 
calls for a very greatly enlarged outlay 
of money. This statement is clearly mani- 
fest and duly emphasized by just one item. 
Take for instance the meeting of the com- 
mittee to appoint the Convention Commis- 
sions, the printing, alone of the Commis- 
sions, cost $113.75 to say nothing of the 
correspondence, and other items of expense. 
All of these commissions will incur more 
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or less expense in the work they have to do. 
A few of them may have to meet in order 
to complete their work. But no matter 
about the cost, it would all be provided for 
if only the churches on the delinquent roll 
would make their offering. 
—Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal: But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal: For where your treasure 
is there will your heart be also.— Matthew 6: 19-21. 
WE are mailing Reminders to about five 
hundred churches. If these five hundred 
churches shall respond to the call of the 
Convention with an offering that shall rep- 
resent their faith and ability, there will be 
added to the Convention Fund not less than 
$2,500.00. It is but right, and to be ex- 
pected that they will respond. They are 
Christian churches, and under the same 
obligation to the cause as the ones that have 
responded. They enjoy all the rights and 
privileges that the other churches enjoy, 
and some of them are better able to give. 
The report of the offerings go out by con- 
ferences, and the liberality and loyalty of 
the churches are estimated by the amount 
given. Take for an illustration the confer- 
ence reporting thirty churches enrolled, and 
three of them responding to the call. Sup- 
pose that these three churches gave five 
dollars each. That would not look bad in 
print, but when the name of the conference 
is set down, and fifteen dollars set opposite 
it, it will not look so well, for it will mean 
only fifty cents to a church. 


—All things whatsoever ye would that men do 
unto you, do ye even so to them: a wee 
law and the prophets.—Matthew 17: 
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[t is unfair to the liberal givers of a con- 
gregation not to give them an opportun- 
ity to contribute. 

It is unfair to the church to have to face 
for all time to come a report that does not 
fairly and honestly represent it. 

It is unfair to the churches of any con- 
ference that make their offerings to the gen- 
eral work of the church to have their liber- 
ality modified by the neglect of others. 

It is unfair to the whole church not to 
have the full and hearty co-operation of all 
the churches enrolled in its membership. 

It is unfair to the ministers of a confer- 
ence that take the offerings to have some in 
the same conference who are indifferent to 
the general demands of the whole body. 


It is unfair to the Kingdom of God not to 
have what is needed for the work it has to 
do, and which must be left undone, unless 
the churches respond to its calls. 

It is unfair to the church to be reported 
blank, when it would not have been had an 
opportunity been given it to contribute. 


It is unfair for a pastor not to give his 
church an opportunity even yet to make its 
offering to the cause it loves, and in which 
it has membership. 

—Godliness with contentment is great gain. For 

we brought nothing into this world, and it is 

certain we can carry nothing out. And having 
food and raiment, let us therewith be content.— 

1 Timothy 6:6, 7, & 

am sending the following letter to a 

number of our conference secretaries, 
with the hope that they may do something 
to stimulate their churches to make their 
offering to the Convenion Fund: 

—Be kindly affectioned one to another with 

brotherly love; in honour preferring one another ; 

recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men. Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.— 

Romans 12: 10, 17, 21. 

BUT here is a reminder of a different sort. 
It reminds us of the suffering of some 
of God’s good creatures, in far-off countries, 
and the effort of the generous-hearted 
among our folks to supply these needy ones 
with food and clothing. With prompt 
regularity comes the remittances from 
Myrtle and Maggie Gove, of Sprakers, New 
York, for the Relief Fund. The last remit- 
tance was seventy dollars. Fifty of the 
amount goes to the Russian Relief Fund, 
and twenty to the Near East Relief Fund. 


Asa Relies on God 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 2, 1922 
2 Chron, 14: 1-12 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Secretary of Sunday-schools 


Golden Text—Help us, O Jehovah our 
God; for we rely on thee.—2 Chron. 14: 11. 
“Wait on the Lord” 


E of good courage and he shall strength- 
en thine heart” is the counsel of the 
psalmist, and it is full of the spirit of wis- 
dom and spiritual understanding. 
But “wait” means more than one thing 


and the psalmist would not have us believe 
that all we had to do is always to stand 
still. 

To “wait on the Lord” means to seek his 
purpose and guidance and to do nothing un- 
til we do this. But God’s servants also 
“wait” on him as they serve. Did you ever 
“wait” on a sick person. Did you ever 
“wait” on table in a farmhouse or a ho- 
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tel? If so, you know that there is another 
meaning to the word “wait.” 


“Wateh and Pray” 


The celebrated street evangelist Gibbub 
once said that when he prayed on the 
streets that he prayed with his eyes open. 
He was in the midst of some rough places 
in the slums of some of our great cities and 
he said that he believed literally in the in- 
junction to “Watch and Pray” and that at 
times he needed to practice it literally. 

Jesus gave the injunction to watch and 
pray and he knew how well they went to- 
gether. We need both an uplook and an 
outlook if we are to win for God. 


“My Father worketh and I work” 


These are the words of Jesus, too. He. 


prayed all night at times. He was ever 
seeking communion and fellowship with the 
Father, but that did not keep him from do- 
ing a far bigger day’s work than any other 
man about him. Luther used to say that 
when he had an extra big day’s work he 
spent longer time in prayer. 

Some one has put it like this: “Pray as 
if there were no one but God and work as 
if there were no one but you.” 


“Prayer and Pains Will Accomplish Any- 
thing.” 
Watchful Waiting 


Asa the king combined these qualities of 
waiting, watching, and working. He be- 
lieved in God with his whole heart and 
Pee n 2 eee ne ene rent 


3 
HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, March 27—A onset King. 
2 Chron. 14: 1-8. 


‘Tuesday, Mareh 28—Trusting God in 
Time of War. 2 Chron. 14: 9-13. 


Wednesday, March 20—Trusting God in 
Time of Peace. 2 Chron, 15: 1-12. 


ee March 30—A Song of Trust. 
Psalm 27; 1-14. 


Friday, March 31—A Queen’s Reliance 
on God. Esther 4: 9-17. 


Saturday, April 1—Three Princes Rely 
on God, Dan, 3: 8-18. 


Sunday, April 2—The Power and Good- 
meas of God. Psalm 145: 1-10, 
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sought his direction, but when he was given 
his direction he went where the finger of 
God pointed. 

.The words of the psalmist, “Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet,” had to do with a 
“going concern.” It is brought to us that 
in the dark nights of that Oriental worla 
tiny lamps were attached to the toes of the 
sandals that the path might be made plain 
and that these little lamps revealed one 
step at a time. But if the step were not 
taken there would be no further revelation. 
So the tiny lamps became “a light unto my 
feet.” 

Prayer lights the light and progress 
makes it go. There is little use to pray 
for more light when we neglect to use what 
we have. 

“The land was quiet ten years.” V. 1. 

Peace and prosperity follow godliness as 
the day follows the night. For the fruits 
of godliness are peace and prosperity. Give 
us godly men and we will not need to build 


battleships or forts to defend our borders. 
Give us ungodly men and we cannot build 
enough ships or fortifications to insure us 
from aggression. 


The real thing is men and not armaments. 
Give God to the leaders of our nation and 
we can easily settle the question. Give the 
gospel of the Prince of Peace to the na- 
tions and they will “learn war no more” 
and there will be plowshares instead of 
swords and pruning hooks instead of 
spears. 

“The land was quiet ten years” not sim- 
ply because of great armies of defense or 
aggression, but because of great men of 
God who ruled in the affairs of men. 


Why do we not have war with Canada? 
We have no battleships on the Great Lakes. 
We have no fortifications on the land line of 
3,000 miles. The angels’ song was not just 
“Good will to men,” but it was “Peace on 
earth to men of good will.” 


God through Christ brings peace to men’s 
hearts and lives and men carry it on to 
homes and nations. 


Because of what Asa was is the reason 
that “The Kingdom was quiet before him.” 
The man who goes about with untamed 
heart and with suspicion in his mind and 
a gun in his hand will find a fight juss 
around any corner. So will a nation. Bu: 
men of peace make for peace. What we 
need is not a better brand of warrior but 
a better brand of man, and then all that 
is to be desired will follow. 


“Help us, O Jehovah our God; for we rely on 
thee.” V. 11. 
“In thy mame are we come.” 


When we can go to war as David went 
against Goliath and say truly, “The battle 
is the Lord’s,” then may we rely on him 
to bring things to pass. 

When we cannot claim this righteous 
background it is vain for preacher or priest 
or pope to “bless our arms” or to promise 
us the favor of the Almighty. 


In the dedication of her flags England 
used the words of the psalmist, “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble.” America used, “The Lord is 
my light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear?” 

Asa used, “We rely on thee and in thy 
name we go against this multitude.” 

God back of a nation or a man multi- 
plies his strength and worth by a thousand. 
One can chase a thousand and two can put 
ten thousand to flight no matter whether 
that one was Gideon three thousand years 
ago or Sergeant York of the American 
Army in the World War. If there is a dif- 
ference, it is in favor of York whose exploit 
in the name of God was greater than that 
of Gideon. God isn’t dead yet. 


“Let not man prevail against thee.” V. 11. 
Asa had the insight which led to prevail- 
ing prayer. 
Old George Muller, of Bristol, used to 


pray, “Lord, these orphans are thine and 
you have promised to care for the father- 


less. I am thy servant and I wait for thee.” 
When we can put our case up to God like 
that, then we have preempted victory. 

The first thing is to know that the cause 
for which we stand is not ours but God’s, 
and then we can go to God and say, like 
Asa and David and George Muller, “Lord, 
this is thine. I am ready to do what yor 
want me to do; but if you want this thing 
of thine to triumph, it is for you to say 
and direct and do.” 

Years ago a little Sunday-school had 
planned to have a big rally day and to get 
in all the needy of the neighborhood ana 
tell them of God. Great plans were laid 
and great work was done, but the super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school, whose whole 
heart had been in it for weeks, was awak- 
ened on the Sunday morning of the rally 
by a hard and steady rainstorm. He says, 
“I shall never forget my experience that 
morning. I looked out into the rain and 
up into the sky and I said right out loud, 
‘God, this is your rally day, and if you want 
it to rain so that the folks won’t come, then 
I will not worry about it. It’s up to you.’ 
Within an hour the sun shone and the day 
was successful beycnd all their plans.” 

Is that incident so common that you smile 
and go on with nothing but amusement? 
Well, you’d better read it again and read 
between the lines of one that trusted God 
as surely and as fully as did Asa and Paul, 
even though the matter may seem small to 
you or at too late a day. 

“Be still my heart and sigh no more 

For olden time or happier shore. 

God’s blessing which was then and there 

Is 

Now and 
and 
EVERY W HERE. 
Erie, Pennsylvania. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENTS 
The Christian Church Sunday- 


schools have set a goal of 100,000 in 
our Sunday-schools by the Quadrennial 
in Burlington. 

This means about ten thousand new 
members. 

But in your school it means a ten 
percent plus increase only. 

If you have fifty, it means fifty-five 
plus. 

If you have 100, it means ten plus 
more. 

If you have 500, it means fifty plus 
more. 

Will your school enter into the plan 
to add ten percent plus to your school? 

There is a plan. 


Write to the Sunday School Board, 
C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio, and ask 
for it. 


Will you? 
HERMON ELDREDGE, 
Secy. of S. S. Dept., A. C. C, 
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Better Bible Reading 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR APRIL 2, 1922 
Deut. 6: 1-9. (Consecration Meeting) 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor 


Program Pointers 


Sing “Standing on the Promises” and have Bible 
promises recited between each verse. Have “Mother’s 
Bible’ sung as a duet. Have a nicely bound Bible 
and pass it from one to another and as each receives 
the Bible let him arise and tell how Bible study has 
helped him in his life. If anyone cannot do this 
have him quote a verse from the Bible and then pass 
it on. 

PRINT ON THE BLACKBOARD 

Question: “How readest thou?”—Luke 10: 26. 1.c. 

Answer: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.”—Ps. 119: 11. 

Answer: “Then said he unto them, Therefore every 
scribe which is instructed unto the Kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a man that is an householder, which 
bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and 
old.” —Matt. 13: 52. 


Answer: “Study to shew thyself approved unto 
, @ workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.”—2 Tim. 2: 15. 
Thoughts on the Theme 
ERSE 1. “God commanded to teach you.” 
Read the Bible as a message from God. 
One might read a letter from some one and 
it would make little impress upon his mind 
or his life, if he thought it was from some 
one whom he did not know and who did 
not know him; but if he should discover it 
was from his father or his ruler it would 
be full of meaning. If we read this Wora 
of God as a message from Moses and John 
and David and Paul, it may not have much 


down to read and first thing we know our 
minds are miles away from the subject. We 
awake with a start and make ourselves read 
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the passage over again, only, perhaps, to 
find our minds once more engrossed in the 
plans of the day or matters absolutely for- 
eign to the message of the Word. Read 
with concentration. Shut from the mind 
every intruding thought and “give your- 
self to reading” the Word. 

V. 5. “Love.” Love for the Bible and 
love for the author of the Bible will make 
better Bible reading. Bible reading from a 
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A Mother’s Letters 


DE48 Little Girl: 


You know Mrs. Sheridan said one time of her famous son, “He will 


always be ‘Little Phil’ to me.” 
their children never grow up. 


I guess mothers are that way. In their minds 


Your letter was so cheery. It does us good at home to know that you are 
happy. You can always find something to rejoice about, if you look around. 
Especially if you live with people. I mean if you are interested in their lives— 


what they think and do. 


So many folks go through this world rubbing elbows 


with others and never really knowing them. Life is wonderful if you know 
how to give yourself to others, and how to let them give themselves to you. 


I believe you have learned it. 


But now wasn’t it just like me to tell you about the things which interested 
Daddy and me when we were on our trip and never tell you about the styles! 
Of course you wanted to know what the folks in the capital were wearing. 


Well, they looked about like other folks to me. 


We will always have our 


extremists—those who go just a little beyond the limit in everything, whether 
it be politics, business, religion, or clothes. 
So we saw the girls wearing galoshes, some buckled and some flapping. 


Right beside them were others in extremely thin silk hose and pumps. 


Now, 


galoshes are very sensible and make a good contrast from the warm indoors 
to the cold, damp street. But why wear them so floppy, and look so ridiculous ? 
I heard a young girl while buying a pair in a store say, “Oh, I think they 


are so cute!” 


The dresses seemed to be three lengths—short, shorter, and too short! No, 


it was not the silly young girls only. They were all ages. You had to see them 
in the face to tell whether they were high school girls or grandmothers. We 
saw girls with their faces rouged, their hair ratted and puffed, and such a 
sophisticated air that the only way we knew they were young was by the 
schoolbooks they carried. We saw others with skirts so short and faces so 


weight; but if we read it as a message from 
God himself to us, individually, then it be- 
comes of supreme interest to us. It makes 


a great difference whether we regard this 
message as from Moses and Paul and other 
men or from the Ruler of the universe, our 
loving heavenly Father. 

V. 2. “That thou mightest fear.” 


We saw the'new knickerbocker suits for women. Some of them were 
very neat and pretty. The girls wearing them walked with such decorum 
and dignity that I thought them much more modest than the very thin grey 
hose, and skirts just above the knees. 

Again I saw some girls who not only wore knickerbockers, but had the 
narrow-strip leggings of the soldiers, wrapped from their ankles to their knees. 
They wore the leather gerkins, unbuttoned and pushed back, and their hands 
thrust into the side pockets of their knickers.’ Caps with long, narrow visors 
worn backward like those who ride motorcycles. They were in the street in- 
stead of on the sidewalk and walking with an exaggerated swagger. And I 
thought that no difference how sensible and attractive woman’s clothes may be, 
some faddist must make them ridiculous. There never was a time since I 
can remember that women’s clothes were so sensible, so pretty, so varied, and 
so practical as now. Why doesn’t each one pick out something that suits her 
and wear it so as to express her individuality, instead of trying to be con- 
spicuous ? 

I’m glad you do not run after fads. 

It doésn’t matter so much what we wear as the way we wear it. 

And the men’s clothes? Well, I kept thinking about what you said one 
time: “The young men these days ‘dress so much alike that they all look like 
a shirt advertisement!” Except for the very wealthy (whom we ordinary 
mortals seldom see) and the poverty-stricken, men dress very much the same. 


Rev- 
erence. Reverent Bible reading will mean 
better Bible reading. In your Quiet Hour 
reading do we not find that some mornings 
when we are hurried and there seems so 
much to do in the day ahead of us, we read 
so hurriedly that there is lacking that spir- 
it of reverence for the Word of God which 
we should have? Fear to disobey its com- 
mands. People sometimes read this Bible 
in order to be able to say, “I have read it.” 
Sometimes they read it for the literature. 
Sometimes to satisfy conscience. Better 
Bible reading will be reading it that we may 
learn the right way to live and that we 
may obey it in its instructions. 


V. 3. “Hear therefore, O Israel, and ob- 
serve to do.” Better Bible reading will 
mean better doing. And better doing will 
result in a better world, a happier world, 
a more prosperous world. If the countries 
and the rulers of the world had heeded this 
injunction, the world would be full of hap- 
piness and temporal prosperity now insteaa 
of misery and threatened bankruptcy. 

The same facts hold good in the lives of 
individuals. Bible reading that results in 
obedience will bring happiness and prosper- 
ity. 

V. 4. “Hear.” Better Bible reading will 
be attentive Bible reading. How much of 
our Bible reading is inattentive. We sit 


They do not run so much to the extreme as do women. 
On our way home we stopped in the country for a week. They were the 


happiest folks I have seen for a long time. 


They called each other John and 


Jim and Sallie and Lucie until we really did not know their last names. They 
were having special meetings at the church. They were away from the pikes. 


Only dirt roads. 


Those folks walked for miles to get to church. The women 
wore percale dresses, and tied scarfs over their heads. 
just as they had been at their work all day. 


The men went dressed 
When the minister asked for 


volunteer singers the men and women walked up onto the platform and did 
their best. I saw a woman sit with a small child on her lap and play the organ. 
They were gathered together in Christ’s name, and I’m sure he was in the 


midst of them. 
service, kindness, and neighborliness. 


It doesn’t take clothes to make Christians; it takes love, 


It is good to get away from the strife and turmoil occasionally and rest 
one’s soul with God’s simple and honest folk. 


Good-night, dear child! 


Pleasant dreams and good health! 


| 
7 
rouged that only their snow-white hair gave a clew to their age. 


MOTHER. 
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sense of duty can never be the best kind 
of Bible reading. There is a better, and 
that is reading from love. 

V. 6. “And these words, which I com- 
mand thee this day, shall be in thine heart.” 
It is a good thing to get the words of God 
into the head. I believe in our Sunday- 
schools and Christian Endeavor societies 
today, we have all too little memorizing of 
the Word of God; but for more important 
than getting the Word into the head, is 
getting it into the heart. That means into 
the affections, into the whole life, so that 
it becomes the dominating influence in the 
life—the instructor, the guide, the rule of 
conduct, the molder and builder of char- 
acter. 

7. “And thou shalt teach them.” Bible 
reading with an altruistic motive will make 
better Bible reading. The teacher whe is 
reading the Bible with the needs of the 
members of the Sunday-school class in mind 
will be a better Bible reader. The parent 
in the home who reads the Bible with the 
thought of the needs of the boys and girls 
in the home will also have become a mem- 
ber of the better Bible readers’ band. Aim 
in Bible reading, like aim in everything else, 
makes better Bible readers. It is aimless- 
ness that makes poor Bible readers. “And 
when thou walkest by the way.” Read your 
Bible with the neighbor in mind; thinking 
how you may be able to make your Bible 
reading contribute to his needs; and how 
through your knowledge of the Bible you 
may help him to a better knowledge of God 
and his love and care. 


V. 8. “And thou shalt bind them for a 


sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as 


frontlets between thine eyes.” I wonder if 
this does not mean the reading of the Bible 
so that all the work of our hands and the 
product of our minds shall be governed by 
the Word of God? This would be better 
Bible reading indeed, if all the world would 
read the Bible in this way. 

V. 9. “And thou shalt write them upon 
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” 
All our goings out and our comings in guided, 
surrounded by the Word of God. The Word, 
the very atmosphere of our lives. Are we 
reading the Bible in this way? If not, then 
there is chance for better Bible reading on 
our part. 

By Way of Illustration 


“O, but we had a grand sermon yester- 
day,” a poor woman who kept a corner 
grocery, and had been wont to cheat with 
scant measures, said to a lady. “Where 
was the text?” “Sure, now, and I don’t re- 
member.” “What did he talk about?” 
“Well, I’m beat but I don’t know.” “Then 
what makes you say it was such a fine ser- 
mon?” “It was, indeed, for I came home 
and burnt up all my short measures.” Study 
the Bible to “observe and do.” 

“Every law of God is loving.” One has 
aptly illustrated this: “The ocean says, ‘If 
you will dwell on my wild waste of water 
you must build your seacraft according to 
law. It must be watertight. It must have 
proper proportions.’ The earth says, ‘Build 
upon me, but regard the law. Your dwell- 
ing must be plumb. Your factory must 
be put up according to the rules of geome- 
try.’ This is inexorable law, but it is also 
merciful love. An ill-built vessel means 


shipwreck. A badly constructed house 
means disaster.” Reading God’s Word and 
not obeying it means suffering and sorrow 
and loss, and continued disregard means the 
shipwreck of the soul. 

God’s Word is never an intrusion any- 
where, and no more out of place than a ray 
of sunshine. It gives meaning, character, 
beauty, glory to everything. Let us re- 
solve to talk more in Bible words of doc- 
trines to be believed, precepts to be obeyed, 
prophecies to be fulfilled, promises to be 
verified, warnings to be heeded, and sins to 
be shunned.—S. S. Illustrator. 

Dean Stanley used to peruse a book first 
for the story, second for the thought, third 
for the style—three separate readings. 
wonder if we would not have better Bible 
reading if we were to follow a plan.similar 
to this. Reading, perhaps for the first time 
for the Doings, or the story; the second 
time for the Doctrines, or the teachings of 
the Word; and the third time for the Duties, 
or things to be done. 

Better Bible reading will mean not only 


comprehension but apprehension; not only 
apperception but appropriation. 

Better Bible r will mean having a 
Bible of your own and marking it, connect- 
ing similar thoughts and ideas with pen and 
ink ney making notes in the margins 
as you rea A help to Endeavorers along 
this line would be, “Your Study Bible,” by 
John Weaver Waddell. 


For Discussion 

Give some suggestion for better Bible reading. 
(Give this to several). 

What ge ee OS ED CE 
much of our Bible reading? 

What should be the great aims in Bible reading? 

Name some helps in Bible reading 

What method have you found ciptal in Bible 
reading? 

What relation do you think there is between the 
time —— when the Bible is read and better Bible 


ng 
Has place anything to do with better Bible reading? 
How strengthen the concentration in Bible reading? 
How deepen the devotional spirit in Bible reading? 
How make our Bible reading practical? 


1023 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio. 


The Aged Christian Ministers’ Home 


BY REV. MARTYN SUMMERBELL, D. D. 


E are fortunate in securing a fine 

picture of the Aged Christian Min- 

isters’ Home, in Lakemont, N. Y., 
which is considered one of the best of that 
excellent institution as yet produced. The 
Home, as its title indicates, was established 
as a retreat for our aged Christian ministers 
and their wives, when their public service 
was finished—a place in which to spend 
their declining years in congenial associa- 
tion and companionship. The idea of such 
an institution for our people grew up in the 
heart of the Rev. P. R. Sellon, who was one 
of our energetic and faithful ministers. Af- 
ter his decease, his widow, Mrs. Lois R. Sel- 
lon, exerted her influence by correspondence 
and personal interviews with our ministers 
———————EEE 


How Did He Live? 


“So he died for his faith! That’s fine! 
More than most of us do, 

But, stay! Can you add to that line 
That he lived for it, too? 





“Im his death he bore witness at last 
As a martyr of truth, 

Did his life do the same in the past 
From the day of his youth? 


“It is easy to die. Men have died 
For a wish or a whim; 

From bravado, passion, or pride. 
Was it hard for him? 


“But to live every day; to live out 
All the truth that he dreamt, 
While his friends met his conduct with 
doubt 
And the world with contempt. 


“Was it thus that he plodded ahead, 
Never turning aside? 
Then we will talk of the life that he 
lived, 
Never mind how he died.” 
—Anon. 


————————————— YY 
and public-spirited laymen, with the result 
that a meeting was called at West Henrietta, 
N. Y., on March 29, 1894, to form a corpora- 
tion to conduct such a Home. The corpora- 
tors, headed by Mrs. Sellon, were all resi- 


dents of the State of New York, although 
the enterprise was to be nation-wide in its 
scope. Mrs. Sellon was so active in collect- 
ing funds for the realization of her project 
that a house in Castile, N. Y., owned by Mrs. 
Bertha Fox, was purchased on June 29, 
1904. It was opened for service soon after, 
with Mrs. Sellon as Matron, and with Rev. 
and Mrs. B. S. Fanton as its first bene- 
ficiaries. 

Such a Home for the retired ministers 
appealed to many good people and contribu- 
tions soon began to flow into the treasury. 
The Hon. Francis A. Palmer, of New York 
City, became interested and announced his 
intention of starting an endowment for its 
support to the amount of $10,000. In 1895 
he paid the initial remittance of $600, as 
the interest on his endowment pledge. He 
also repaired the house which the Home 
occupied, at his own expense; and in 1897 he 
gave $500 toward the cost of additional re- 
pairs and an enlargement of the place. In 
1900 he fulfilled his promise as to the en- 
dowment, by sending to the Treasurer, Mr. 
Jas. S. Frost, the $10,000 in first-class 
bonds, which were paying six percent inter- 
est, and which continue to pay at that rate 
to this day. Other friends of the Home 
have remembered the institution by will, 
and the Francis Asbury Palmer Fund of 
New York votes annually an appropriation 
for its benefit. These benefactions, with oc- 
casional gifts from the churches, have en- 
abled it to carry on its work in a modest 
way, and by the exercise of the strictest 
economy; but it is clear to any thinking 
person that a fund that was passably suffi- 
cient for running expenses ten years ago, in 
this year of grace 1922 is absurdly inade- 
quate for the present need. 

It has been mentioned that the Home was 
established originally at Castile, N. Y. 
When it was opened several of the directors 
had their homes in or near Castile. But 
when the last local director removed from 
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the village, it was felt that the institution 
should be removed to some point where it 
could be under the more immediate super- 
vision of its trustees. Accordingly, in the 
summer of 1908, a fine homestead was pur- 
chased in Lakemont, N. Y., and in October 
of that year the transfer of the Home was 
made. This situation is admirably adapted 
for the purposes of the Home. It holds one 
of the sightliest locations in the village, on 
its main street. It has ample grounds, with 
outbuildings, garden, and fruit orchard. It 
is blessed with an ample supply of running 
water and electric lights. On the front, it 
faces Starkey Seminary, and enjoys a splen- 
did prospect of the Seminary campus, of 
Seneca Lake, and of the far-spreading hills 
of Seneca and Schuyler Counties across the 
rippling waters. A short walk on the main 
street leads to the center of the village, to 
the general store, the post office, the par- 
sonage, and the Lakemont Temple Church, 
which is one of the progressive churches of 
the denomination, and the only place of 
worship in the village. It would be difficult 
to imagine a more interesting or more de- 
lightful spot for the aged minister, in which 
to pass the balance of his pilgrimage. 


And it is here that a number of our 
brethren have chosen to abide the setting of 
their earthly sun. Among the more promi- 
nent of these have been our brethren Fan- 
ton, Isaac C. Tyron, Thomas Holmes, and 
T. M. Davis. Here the Rev. E. C. Hallam, 
who for forty years was a missionary in 
India, waited for the summons of the Lord. 


Those who are now in the home are Rev. 
and Mrs. Edward French, who served the 
churches in New Jersey, New York, and 
Pennsylvania; Mrs. Amy Davis, whose hus- 
band was one of our able ministers and 
passed his last days here; Mrs. Hallam, 
widow of the deceased missionary; and the 
Rev. and Mrs. R. G. Fenton. Mrs. Edward 
Moon is the present Matron, and beloved by 
all by reason of the motherly care which she 
bestows on the aged people. And they are 
accustomed to thank God every day that 
they have such a sheltered harbor as their 
strength grows weaker. 


But if we congratulate ourselves that the 
Christian Church has provided the home, 
we are not to forget that there is room for 
it to be improved in several ways. The 
rooming accommodations in the Home are 
insufficient for the demand. At present 
every room is occupied, and any minister, or 
minister’s wife, who might desire to be re- 
ceived, would be compelled to wait till some 
vacancy might occur. Nor can it be said 
that the present arrangement of the rooms 
is satisfactory or convenient for our aged 
people, or for those who minister to their 
wants. Extensive alterations should be 
made to insure greater comfort to the in- 
mates, and mote rooms should be built on 
so as to make it possible to meet the needs 
of new inmates as they make application 
for admission. Such improvements have 
been considered by the directors, and they 
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will be undertaken when the necessary 
means have been provided. Contributions 
therefore, are in order from churches and 
benevolent individuals, who have the interest 
of the aged people on their hearts. 

When it is realized how much good has 
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been wrought in the Home for these years 
with its extremely moderate resources, it 
may be understood how much more good 
may be achieved in the near future, if re- 
sources that are more reasonably ample are 
forthcoming.—Starkey Seminary Monthly. 


Some Recent Books 


(Any book can be furnished by The Christian Publishing Association 
at publisher’s price). 


The Eagle Life—New Studies in the Old 
Testament. By Rev. J. H. Jowett. The 
Friend on the Road—New Studies in the 
Gospels. By Rev. J. H. Jowett. George 
H. Doran Company. Each $1.50 net. 


The preacher or Bible student who is 
searching for some new book of a devotional 
type will certainly be pleased that Dr. Jow- 
ett has issued these two Bible studies. The 
first contains forty-eight and the latter fif- 
ty-nine short devotional talks of the kind 
which has made Dr. Jowett one of the most 
widely read and deeply loved of all writers 
on religious themes today. He has a beau- 
tiful style of direct and earnest appeal, and 
he never permits himself to be diverted far 
or often from his one mission of ministering 
to the devotional side of life. And the very 
fact that he has in this way won such a 
large reading public is proof that the desire 
for spiritual food is very much more gen- 
eral among Christian people than many 
preachers suppose. There are many pastors 
who would greatly increase their congrega- 
tions and their helpfulness to men and 
women if they would more frequently follow 
his style of devotional leadership, rather 
than to confine themselves so largely, as 
many today are doing, to themes which call 
for discussion rather than meditation and 
worship. These volumes ought to become 
very popular with the ministry, for prayer 
meeting and sermon suggestion; and with 
the laity, for home reading. 


Prodigal Daughters. By Joseph Hocking. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. $1.75. 


The author, an Englishman, declares that 
home discipline is either dead or dying in 
his country, and that parents have little or 
no control over their children, especially 
girls from fifteen to twenty-two. He greatly 
deplores the consequences which are coming 
from such laxness in parental control; and 
in this story undertakes to set forth some of 
the direful results to womanhood which are 
resulting from the life upon which many 
girls in America as well as in England are 
entering. His aim has been to write a book 
which will sound a warning both to parents 
and to their daughters. 


The Economic Eden and Other Sermons. By 
Frederick F. Shannon. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. $1.20. 


This is a collection of sermons on miscel- 
laneous topics, preached by the pastor of 
Central Church, Chicago. Dr. Shannon is a 
pulpit orator and word painter, and the 
value of his sermons will be found more 
along this line than in any studied contri- 
a to the problems which are uppermost 

ay. 


How Much Shall I Give? By Lilian Brandt, 
The Frontier Press. $2.00 net. 


This volume is perhaps destined to become 
a classic upon some of the historical pro- 
cesses which have contributed to our present 
ideas and practices of giving. We have not 
seen anything nearly its equal along this 
line. And while it does not undertake to 
give any definite and settled answer to the 





question which its title raises, it does pre- 
sent the subject of giving in such a compell- 
ing way as will lead to a deeper interest in 

e question. It is a book which deserves 
careful study by any who have money to 
spend, whether they are professed Chris- 
tians or not. It will help to develop a sense 
of responsibility and stewardship, and it 
gives a fine historical background to the 
Christian teacher of present day obligations 
along these lines. It will prove to be a work 
of permanent value on this subject of grow- 
ing importance. The part and place of 
money in human life has never been so large 
as now, and a Christian dare not ignore the 
ethical and spiritual equation involved in it. 


The Personality of God. By James H. Snow- 
den. The Macmillan Company. $1.75. 


The question of God’s personality is an 
ever new one, but we feel that this book 
which has attracted quite a little attention 
in the past year will appeal only to those 
who love abstruse suggestions. While it is 
meant to be popular in style, it will prove 
hard reading to the untrained thinker. The 
author follows the old lines of argument for 
the personality of God, both from the per- 
sonality of man and the characteristics of 
the universe. He meets the various objec- 
tions to the doctrine of God’s personality 
and examines that doctrine in the light of 
modern scientific knowledge—and shows how 
it is sustained thereby. And above all, he 
portrays how altogether unsatisfactory are 
the alternative beliefs. This last should re- 
ceive more emphasis than it usually does. 
Many a man would hesitate a long time be- 
fore giving up his Christian faith if only 
he would first stop to inquire what better he 
can have in place of it. 


The Coming Day. By Rev. Oscar L. Joseph. 
George H. Doran Company. $1.25. 


Though written during the war, this study 
of the premillennial doctrine is still much- 
needed in certain circles. The author takes 
a glimpse of history to show that our own 
times are not unlike others in expecting the 
immediate return of Christ. He says: 


At every period of bitter struggle when the 
fate of nations was hanging in the balance, 
there have been predictions that the end of 
the world was at hand. But these hysteric 
utterances were soon silenced by the criticism 
and contradictions of events. These prognos- 
ticators failed to distinguish between the 
symbolical and the literal speech of Jesus, the 
prophets and the apocalyptists, including the 
seer of Patmos. Their failure has been part- 
ly due to a strange ignorance of the history 
of the world. Prophecy is not history writ- 
ten beforehand, but the declaration of eternal 
principles with applications to the contem- 
porary needs. Those who insist that the 
present war was predicted in the Bible treat 
the sacred volume as a book of hieroglyphics 
instead of a record which sets forth the pro- 
gressive revelation of the redemptive pur- 
pose of God. 


And he believes that the present genera- 
tion is doomed to disappointment equally dis- 
astrous in such an expectation. Holding 
Daniel and Revelation to be books for their 
own particular times, he so interprets them, 
condemning “the verbal jugglery” which has 
read into them so many fantastic and con- 
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flicting prophecies and the “fantastic specu- 
lation” in which many have indulged. He be- 
lieves that it is increditable that we should 
go back to the “beggarly elements” of ritu- 
alistic bondage in which the Jews were held 
—an inevitable and inseparable consequence 
of any and every doctrine that looks for the 
establishment of a physical Kingdom cen- 
tralized in Jerusalem. Such materialism 
Christ sternly rebuked in both his disciples 
and in the Pharisees; and it was only 
cause they could not rise to the spiritual con- 
tent of his Kingdom, that the Pharisees 
brought about his death—the -author de- 
clares. 


Sunday Talks to Teachers. 


By Helen Wode- 
house. 


The Macmillan Company. $1.75. 


We are all familiar with the fact that 
many books have been written for the in- 
spiration of preachers. We do not refer to 
books of pastoral methods or homiletics; but 
rather to those which are simply for the pur- 
pose of enthusing the preacher with a sense 
of the richness and beauty of his calling and 
the opportunities which it presents. Surely 
there is no other one class of workers who 
need something like this more than the Sun- 
day-school teacher. Many volumes of in- 
struction in pedagogy, child nature, and 
Bible study have been especially prepared 
for hér. But here is one that is meant par- 
ticularly to give inspiration for the task of 
teaching, and assurance that the task is 
mightily worth while. Many a teacher who 
is tired out and about ready to give up will 
find here a vision and an inspiration that 
will enable her to go on again with new 
enco ent. It is made up of familiar 
“heart to heart” talks about the many things 
which sometimes seem to stand in the way 
of one’s work and the weight of which unfits 
one, for service. It will prove a real inspira- 
tion to many teachers. 


The Mantle of Elijah. By Damon Dalrym- 
ple. George H. Doran Company. $1.50. 


The author, whose name is-hidden under ~ 


a nom de plume, is a successful pastor of a 
large church in the West. The book repre- 
sents an old pastor talking to a young 
preacher, in something of the spirit in which 
Elijah might be supposed to have counseled 
Elisha. It is full of stimulating suggestions 
and timely caution. He believes that the 
ministry has lost much of its prophetic spir- 
it of authority and that it must regain the 
confidence in which it will declare, “This is 
God’s truth, you can stake your soul’s sal- 
vation upon it; I have seen him, and this is 
what he said to me.” But he warns preach- 
ers that the winning of men is a fine art and 
that they must know how to go about their 
business. The last chapter is one of par- 
ticular value and we wish that it might be 
read by every young minister—and older 
ones, too. 


Ice Breakers and the Ice Breaker Herself. 
By Edna Geister. George H. Doran Com- 
pany. $1.35. 


As the Church undertakes to supervise the 
social life of its community, there will be an 
increasing demand for hints and suggestions 
which will call for such books as this. It 
gives 162 pages of games and stunts of 
various kinds. From such a fund of mate- 
rial it would seem that committees might ar- 
range evenings of entertainment that would 
melt down the chilliest and draw every last 
wallflower into the fun. It will be especial- 
ly serviceable for the social committees of 
the Christian Endeavor and other church or- 
ganizations. 

The Origin of Paul’s Religion. By Professor 

J. Gresham Machen. The Macmillan Com- 

pany. $3.00. 


We fear that most readers who pick up 
this attractive volume, with its fascinating 


title, will be very much disappointed in its 
contents. For it is made up in such large 
part of intricate argument and of ak 
arly research and discussion that they will 
find it difficult reading. The book presents 
more research detail and less of the broad 
interpretation of the facts than will appeal 
to the average reader. The author under- 
takes to examine in the most thoroughgoing 
manner the. various ideas, hostile and other- 
wise, of Paul and the sources from which he 
drew his theological opinions. For the pains- 
taking student along such lines, it will give 
much reward for his careful study. The 
book strengthens one’s faith in the super- 
natural Christ as the source and inspiration 
from which Paul derived his teachings, upon 
which so much of the faith of the Church 
has been builded. 


The Next War—An Appeal to Common 
Sense. By Will Irwin. E. P. Dutton and 
Company. $1.50. 


Dr. Frank Crane declares this to be “The 
greatest book of these times,” and says that 
if he had a million dollars he would see that 
every- teacher, preacher, and legislator in the 
United States owned this volume. The Her- 
ald agrees with him that it ought to be made 
a textbook in every public school—or at least 
some book of this kind ought to be. We will 
never make rapid progress towards the de- 
struction of war until we attack it, as liquor 
was attacked, in the schoolroom and the 
Sunday-school. And this vivid presentation 
of the unthinkable horror and destruction 
of modern warfare furnishes an unusually 
forceful appeal to the common sense and bet- 
ter judgment of men and women, as well as 
to their humanities. And though the book 
has already had a great circulation, it should 
still have a very much larger reading than 
it has yet received. We wish that it might 
be made a general study book for men’s 
classes and women’s organizations. 


Some Sunday-school Books 
BY MRS. F. E. BULLOCK 


Cradle Roll Manual. By Jessie Eleanor 
Moore. Methodist Book Concern. Sizxty- 
five cents net. 


This is a new and very fine and complete 
book on Cradle Roll work. The first three 
chapters deal with “The Rights of the Very 
Little Child,” “The Beginnings of Character 
Building,” and “The Essentials of Christian 
Motherhood.” The remaining nine chapters 
deal with the Cradle Roll work, the parent’s 
class, mothers’ meetings, and other helpful 
agencies. The bibliography is extensive and 
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Church Bulletin Board 





With Interchangeable Letters 
Te Hang Outside of Church 


It Reaches the People Day and Night 
It Fills the Empty Seats 

It eg yg the Pastor’s Work 
It Does Some Things He Can Not Do 
It Reaches the People He Never Sees 


of Bronse—Letters 
Cardboard 


Each line an individual metal Panel, 
instantly removable. 


Frame ef Steel or 


“Pays for Itself” 


Hundreds of pastors, of every de- 
——- increase their attendance 
and keep their church activities before 
the public constantly with these boards. 
The Only 3-inch Steel Letter Outfit on 

the Market 
No. 7i—Size 41x31, with steel letters, 


complete in steel cabinet box with 
12 panels, $52.0 


Ne, 72—Size 51x35, with steel letters, 
complete in steel cabinet box with 
15 panels, $58.0 
Delivery extra. 
Oo 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASS’N. 
Cor Sth & Ludlow Se ee Ohio 








Pee am oo oe we oe oe nn wn ee me mmm wn ne 


‘ 
The Church in the Present Crisis 


This book is a treatise on vital Christianity with a world outlook. It has 
a searching and eloquent climax in the chapter entitled “Christ Our Sufficiency,” 


the Promised Land. 


full upon us. 


itual life. 


eee eee we eee www ee reer wee 


“++ 


Dr. Harper believes in a Monroe Doctrine—for the world. 
adventuring to seek the Hely Grail. His inspiration is the life of Christ and 
his faith in him is assured because he has already wrought such wonderful 
changes for the betterment of the world. 
conservative enough to be safe and radical enough te be a tonic for the spir- 


and while the author is frankly critical he is ever optimistic. The wilderness of 
creeds, the mutual jealousies of capital and labor and the clashing interests of 
the world’s affairs cannot daunt the faithful. There is a way out—even into 
Great achievements crown lofty ideals because a greater 
than Moses is with us. Jesus of Nazareth, the captain of our salvation, leads 
us onward and ever upward until the radiance of the everlasting hills shines 


He gladly goes 


It is certainly a heartening book, 


J. N. DALES. 


Price $1.75 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
Dayton, Ohio 


ce a SSO 
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good. This book will form a valued addition 
to the Cradle Roll worker’s library. 


Methods With Beginners. By Frances Weld 
Danielson. Pilgrim Press. Sixty cents net. 
net, 


This is one of the units of the third year 
Teacher-training Specialization work, but 
valuable for any teacher of beginners. Miss 
Danielson’s work is always full of vitality, 
bubbling dver with enthusiasm, which makes 
what she writes particularly easy to read 
and apply. 


Methods for Primary Teachers. By Hazel 
A. Lewis. Front Rank Press. Sixty cents 
net. 


Another unit in the Specialization (third 
year) Teacher Training. The chapters of 
this book coincide with those of “Methods 
With Beginners,” the topics being presented 
from the standpoint of the Primary instead 
of Beginner’s teacher and class. This book 
has “grown out of the author’s personal ex- 
perience and wide observation” and will be 
found of great value, even by those who are 
not engaged in completing the Three Years’ 
Training Course. 


Mission Stories for Little Folks, Primary; 
also Mission Stories for Little Folks, Jun- 
tor. By Margaret T. Applegarth. George 
H. Doran Company. Each $1.75 net. 


These books are arranged the one for Pri- 
mary, and the other for Junior children. 
They are arranged to form a year’s consecu- 
tive mission teaching in story form for the 
children. While the stories are told from the 
child’s standpoint, and intended for children, 
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many are quite interesting enough to be told 
to grown people as well, and if you have but 
a one-room school, and must use part of the 
general opening service time, you may be 
sure of holding the interest and attention of 
your entire audience. 


The Use of Projects in Religious Education. 
By Gertrude Hartley. Judson Press. Net 
$1.00. 


This is one of a series of books put out by 
the Judson Press. The use of handwork as 
a means of “teaching the child by doing it” 
is distinctly set forth. Suggestions are giv- 
en for illuminating hymns, Bible verses, etc., 
making posters and using the sand table. 
The last chapter on “Utilizing the Play In- 
stinct” will be of help to many teachers 
seeking for a solution of this problem. The 
ee add greatly to the value of the 


Vacation Church School; Teachers’ Manual. 
Christian Board of Publications. Twen- 
ty-five cents each. 


There are three of these manuals, one for 
the younger Primary group, children ap- 
proximately five and six years old, the sec- 
ond for the older Primary group, children 
approximately seven and eight years old, 
and the third for the Junior group, children 
approximately nine to twelve years old. The 
value of these manuals is the correlating of 
the Sunday-school Graded Lesson‘'with the 
vacation school lesson. Lists of éxtra ma- 
terial are given, much of which ist often al- 
ready in use in the graded school, ,thus ma- 
terially reducing the cost of books! etc., for 
beginning the work. A really fine set of 
manuals for this work. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 


Newton, N. H., March 9—The oldest mem- 
ber of the church, Mrs. Sarah A. Blaisdell, 
daughter of Thomas Currier, familiarly 
known for many years as “Uncle Thomas,” 
one of the original members of the church 
and its clerk from date of organization in 
1832 until his death in January, 1880. passed 
to her reward March 38, in the eighty-sixth 
year of her age. Physical disability had 
prevented her from attending church for a 
number of years. The Christian Endeavor 
Society it now planning to raise money to 
install an electric blower for the pipe organ. 


DELAWARE 


Dover, March 7—There was a fine at- 
tendance at all services of the Peoples 
Christian Church last Sunday. At the morn- 
ing service the pastor, Dr. R. C. Helfenstein, 
gave the third sermon of a special series of 
sermons on prayer, the topic being “The 
Power of Prayer.” An impressive unveiling 
service took place in connection with the 
regular morning hour of worship. The pas- 
tor read the scripture setting of the design 
on the four new memorial windows in turn, 
after which the windows were unveiled. Two 
more memorial windows will be unveiled at 
the morning service next Sunday. One young 
man came forward at the close of the even- 
ing service and dedicated his life to Jesus 
Christ. At the evening service the main 
auditorium and ladies’ parlor were crowded, 
the interest in the question box feature still 
growing. The young men’s Bible class is 

oing a splendid work in this community. 

The class has been permanently organized 
and officers have been elected. An organi- 
zation of this kind, comprised of some of 
the best young men of the community, will 
tend to elevate the citizenship of Dover to 
a higher standard, 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, March 14—Last Sunday was a 
day of real inspiration for our church here 
in town. ived one man into church fel- 
lowship who promises to be a great help to 
our work. Had three funerals last week. 
Mother is real sick yet, but we hope she 
may soon be better. We ask your prayers. 
Our cloud seems to be heavy, but we know 
the sun is shining somewhere. It is the 
better day we all are hoping for.—JOHN 
BAUGHMAN. 


Eldorado, March 9—Had an interesting 
service at Pleasant Union. Local opposi- 
tion is driving the members closer together. 
At Poplar I attended the funeral of the 
Widow Eaton, Tuesday, March 7. Brother 
S. N. Cox conducted the services. He made 
a very appropriate and sympathetic talk. 
The occasion brought together a large num- 
ber of old-time friends. The Texas City 
people did a noble service in furnishing con- 
veyances and entertainment for the funeral 
party. The Poplar people also did their 
part. Am spending a few days with friends 
in Eldorado.—A. H. BENNETT. 


Keensburg, March 15—On February 3 I 
boarded the Big Four train at Mt. Carmel 
en route to Thompsonville to fill my appoint- 
ment at Carters Temple February 6. At 
Boyleston, I was met by my wife and we 
commenced our revival at Richland Church. 
We had held our meeting only five days 
when two souls were saved, and from that 
on we had a glorious meeting. The whole 
surrounding country was set on fire for God 
—young boys and girls, middle-aged and old 
men and women were born into the spiritual 
Kingdom of God. There were forty-nine 
conversions, thirty-six additions to the 
church, and nearly every one was reinstated. 
We had an old-time revival. We were as- 
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Easter Supplies 


SERVICES 
Single Per Per 
Copy Dozen 100 
80e $6.00 
80c 6.00 
6.00 
6.00 


He Giveth Life 
From Garden to Glory 7e 


The Cross Triumphant 8e 85e 


RECITATION BOOKS 
Easter Chimes, per copy 
Easter Treasury No. 27, per copy 
Easter Helper No. 8, per copy 
Easter Songs and Recitations for 
Little Tots, per copy 
Recitations and Dialogues 
Priest, No 1, per copy 
Recitations and Dialogues 
Priest, No. 2, per copy 


CARDS AND FOLDERS 
Scripture Folders No. 801 
50 cents a set of ten, postpaid 
A set of ten Easter Folder designs 
with greetings, Bible verses, and ap- 
propriate poetry. Size 31%4x4% inches. 
Each with envelope. 


SCRIPTURE CARDS NO. 800 
30 cents a set of ten, postpaid 


A set of ten dainty Easter Card de- 
signs, with greetings, appropriate 
Scripture quotations, and _ selected 
poetry. Size 4%4x3% inches. Each with 
an envelope, 


SCRIPTURE POST CARDS NO. 855 
20 cents a dozen or $1.25 a 100, postpaid 

An exquisite series of five landscape 
and floral designs in colors. Easter 
greetings and Scripture verses are 
tastefully arranged. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
Dayton, Ohio 
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sisted by Brother Forest, who led the sing- 
ing. Although we had a lot of bad weather, 
we never missed a service. The people were 
aroused for God and never looked at the 
weather, but just came to church. We had 
good attendance, and fine order. The meet- 
ings closed March 5, with a large attend- 
ance, three conversions, and six additions. 
We want to give God all the praise—Cora 
TRUITT. 


INDIANA 


Albany, March 18—We are in the midst 
of a fine revival in Albany. Mr. Alferd 
Shumate is our chorus and song director. I 
feel that there is none better in the coun- 
try anywhere and want to recommend him 
to our brotherhood everywhere. He is sure- 
ly doing a fine work for us.—A. E. CorT- 
NER, Pastor. 


Winchester, March 9—The revival at the 
Christian Church closed with much success. 
The power of the Lord was felt wonderfully 
in the hearts of the people. There were six- 
ty-five conversions and renewals. Four were 
baptized and thirty-four members added to 
our church membership. Rev. A. E. Cort- 
ner, of Albany, assisted us in the meeting. 
—D. C. METSKER, Pastor. 


Merom, March 16—I am home for a few 
lays after having been gone six weeks and 
four days and will be gone soon again. Had 
a fine sojourn with members and friends at 
Eldorado, and had an interesting appoint- 
ment at Poplar. We are planning for the 
foreign mission offering in April. The church 
maintains a splendid prayer and testimony 
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service each Sunday night, one of the mem- 
bers leading. The young people are being 
trained for church work. I acknowledge re- 
ceipt of several courtesies above the salary 
from members at Poplar, Texas City, and 
Eldorado.—A. H. BENNETT. 


Mooreland, March 18—The banquet given 
in honor of the basket ball boys at the First 
Christian Church under the supervision of 
the Ladies’ Aid and other well-wishers was 
well attended, there being over one hundred 
present. A fine spirit of Christian socia- 
bility and good fellowship was shown by 
every one. Before supper was served a 
short address and word of prayer was of- 
fered by Rev. Kershner in which he com- 
mended the boys highly for their clean play- 
ing and urging them to remember that a 
clean life means not only cleaner and better 
playing, but also strength and endurance. 
At another table supper was served to the 
parents of the boys, and splendid music was 
furnished by the.orchestra. Short talks and 
special music gave variety to the program 
which was enjoyed by all present. 


KANSAS 


Lincoln, March 9—The work goes merrily 
on here at Lincoln. We will soon be ready 
to put on a full Sunday-school and church 
program. We are increasing our church 
plant to over twice its former capacity. 
With this added room we are hoping and 
praying to be able to launch out into the 
depth. Mrs. Mary E. Webb, a valuable 
member, passed on to her rest in February. 
We ask the prayers of the brotherhood that 
our church may be a power for good and 
that our people may sense the obligation that 
——" Christians.—B. L. HENDRICKSON, 

astor. 


Stafford, February 25—A letter recently 
received from Pastor Roberts, of Towanda, 
also one from a parishioner, speak well of 
the work being done there. 
ices have been held as yet, but they have 
had nine additions to the membership. They 
have an organized choir of twenty voices 
and an orchestra of ten pieces in training. 
Their missionary society is at work. again, 
and the attendance at the general services 
has been fine. Pastor and people have a 
mind to work together for the upbuilding 
of the work. Rev. A. A. Thomas has en- 
tered upon his work at Neola. He held a 
“Get-together” meeting of about two weeks, 
then went to Pleasant Hill to assist Pastor 
Strange in a two weeks’ meeting. Although 
I have had no definite report, I understand 
that there were a number of additions to 
the membership. ‘Brother Strange is teach- 
ing school this winter. The work at Pleas- 
ast Hill is seemingly doing well. Rev. G. 
N. Phares died suddenly near his home at 
Holly, Colorado. He was a member of the 
Southern Wabash Illinois.Conference. Dur- 
ing the last six years he has had no pastor- 
ate, but has done some preaching. He was 
a very earnest Christian. Cassoday and 
Matfield Green are without regular pastors. 
Brother Cameron does what he can at 
Cassoday. His life is, and has been, a bene- 
diction in Kansas school, college, church, 
and home life—EMMA RASMUSSEN. 


MISSOURI 


Albany, March 10—I attended three con- 
ferences last fall and winter: The North- 
western Missouri, the Eastern Osage, and 
the Western Iowa. I thoroughly enjoyed 
every one of them. Since then I have been 
preaching regularly once a month at both 
Pleasant Valley and Indian Grove Chris- 
tian churches, which are both members of 
the North Missouri Christian Conference. 
I have also held four meetings, and had 
just started on another one when I took the 
“flu,” and I have been confined to the house 
for about two weeks, but am very much bet- 


No special serv-- 


ter now. The-results of the meetings I have 
held so far were seventy-one additions to the 
church, out of which sixty-four were new 
converts. May the Lord prosper his good 
work is my prayer.—A. P. Hurst. 


NEW YORK 


Parma and Greece, March 9—Our work 
at Parma and Greece Christian Church is 
gaining fast. We are having very interest- 
ing sermons by our pastor, Rev. W. H. Rob- 
erts, of the Baptist Seminary of Rochester. 
He is doing good work in our congregation. 
We are paying a larger salary this year 
than heretofore. Our Sunday-school is a 
real live one, with an average attendance 
of ninety-seven, which is an increase over 
last year of about thirty percent. We are 
trying to reach an average of one hundred 
by April 1. Our daily Vacation Bible 
School last summer was a great success, and 
we are looking forward to a better one this 
year.—ALBERT A. LOCKNER. 


Brooklyn—Since Dr. Lindsay’ Johnson be- 
came the pastor of the Vanderveer Park 
Christian Church in September, 1915, the 
congregation has been substantially built up 
immunities italeerninmatine 

The Morning Watch 
Help me this day, O Lord! 
The path ahead 
Looms dark and threatening that 
My feet must tread. 





Stay very close beside 
Me all the way— 

I do not know the path 
And I may stray. 


My Father, hold my hand 
Or I may fall. 

Give me the needed strength 
Lest sin enthrall. 


When toil is over at 
The day’s decline, 

Lord, make me grateful for 
Thy help divine. 


—Bernice W. Lubke, in The Congrega- 
tionalist. 
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and the membership increased by more than 
one hundred persons. The congregation is 
well organized. A Brooklyn paper says: 


It has a Sunday-school with 150 members; a Men’s 
Club, with fifty members; a Ladies’ Aid society, with 
thirty-five members; women’s home and foreign mis- 
sionary societies, twenty members; Christian En- 
deavor, forty members; Junior Christian Endeavor 
society, thirty members. The church has well- 
organized committees: Devotional, Missionary, Chris- 
tian Education, Evangelism, Benevolence, Music. All 
committees are active and getting good results in 
their departments. The school supports a missionary 
student in Tokyo, Japan, and does other helpful and 
valuable missionary work. It is a modern Sunday- 
school, having kindergarten, primary. and adult de- 
partments. The work done is thorough in Bible 
and literary work. 

The social features are good. It gives a number 
of interesting and helpful entertainments each year. 
It is a member of the Brooklyn Sunday School Union 
and takes part in the program. The latest organiza- 
tion of the church is a successful men’s club. The 
club has grown from six members to fifty in less 
than three years, and continues to grow. The work 
of the club is religious, social, and benevolent. 

It gives a number of interesting entertainments 
each year for the benefit of its members and friends. 


OHIO 


Harrod, March 16—We closed a very 
helpful and interesting meeting at the 
Blanchard Church with thirteen accessions 
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and several -reconsecrations, March 2. The 
roads were in bad condition and several 
families were sick, which somewhat hin- 
dered the attendance. However, good work 
was accomplished and the church strength- 
ened.—G. W. Foutz, Pastor. 


South Vienna—I am again glad to 
announce the fact that the girls’ basket ball 
team of the Plattsburg Sunday-school won 
the Clark County championship in the Coun- 
ty hero Geaersn League. The city of 
Springfield, as well as surrounding church- 
es, had some very strong teams, but our 
girls ‘went through without the loss of a 
game, and in the finals last night won out 
in a very fast and clean game. The Platts- 
burg and South Vienna Sunday-schools won 
two out of the possible’ three chanighdediiitia 
in the county association—CLARK A. DENI- 
SON. 


Crown Point, Dayton, March 12—The 
writer had the satisfying pleasure of speak- 
ing to the members and friends of this grow- 
ing church last evening, at the first meeting 
under their plan of having services every 
Sunday evening. Bro. Huey, of West Man- 
chester, their regular pastor, preaches every 
other Sunday, and the members of the 
church decided to have services every Sun- 
day evening, asking their own members and 
others interested to assist them. There were 
sixty-three persons present last evening and 
as attentive an audience as one would wish 
for. If there are others who will gladly 
give them an evening of service without re- 
muneration you can rest assured that your 
efforts will not pass unappreciated—JOHN 
H. THAYER. 


Troy, March 14—Sunday, March 5, was 
one of the best days of the year for our 
church here, and there was a reason. For- 
eign Mission Secretary Minton was with us 
both morning and evening, in the morning 
presenting Porto Rico with such vividness 
that it was a real visit to the Island to hear 
him, and in the evening he gave a stereop- 
ticon lecture on Japan, which was excep- 
tionally fine and very much appreciated by 
our people. Not only so, but we are confi- 
dent that converts to the mission cause were 
made by this unanswerable evidence. It 
was another special treat for our missionary 
society to have Rev. W. H. Martin, returned 
missionary from Porto Rico. His message 
was of his personal experiences on the: field 
—real mission facts that impressed. This 
meeting was held on Friday afternoon, 
March 10. We are confident these two splen- 
did visitors left. an impress that will do 
good for many years to come. The follow- 
ing Sunday, March 12, was a most remark- 
able day with an attendance in Sunday- 
school of 1,011, with 406 in the men’s class. 
The offering taken in the school for foreign 
missions amounted to $320.77. While that 
of the church is not all in as yet, we are 
certain that the entire offering will reach 
$800. Prof. A. A. Maysilles, of Dayton, was 
speaker to the men’s class Sunday and he 
is surely O. K. Any church desiring a real 
message from a layman will not miss it in 
calling on him. Our men’s class set a 
goal of 500 and, having two Sundays yet to 
go, we are quite confident we will go over 
the top. With over six hundred enrolled, it 
is not an impossibility. We will begin our 
evangelistic services March 26 with Evan- 
gelist Eastes as leader and Belmond as sing- 
er. Mr. S. M. Smith, the business manager 
of the party, is already with us and starting 
things. Remember us for the promotion of 
the Kingdom’s interest.—A. E. Kemp, 


Pastor. 
VIRGINIA 


Richmond, March 14—The attendance at 
oo ae Ave’ our aa _ been on 
le since beginning 0 year a 
street car strike, inclement weather, and 





286 (22) 


sickness among our members, but the inter- 
est has been good nevertheless, and since 
the advent of better weather it has in- 
creased. We have had five new members 
to join our Sunday-school in the last two 
Sundays. Our peteple enjoyed a good ser- 
mon recently by Rev. W. C. Hoover, a mem- 
ber of the State Legislature from Rocking- 
ham Cqunty. He is an old friend of the 
writer and a member of the Brethren 
Church and is deeply interested: in interde- 
nominational work. It was a pleasure to 
have him with us. The First Christian 
Church and the Christian denomination iost 
a good friend in the death of E. S. Carlton, 
son of J. W. Carlton. Reared in the Chris- 
tian Church but leaving home when a young 
man and not finding a church of his own 
denomination, he joined the Methodist, but 
was always a friend of the Christian 
Church. We are planning for our second 
anniversary service, April 2. We are ex- 
pecting to receive a number of new members 
on that occasion. We hope to begin our 
building within the next sixty days. Our 
people are anxious for it and we feel that 
we are going to have good co-operation. The 
pastor was made to rejoice last Sunday at 
the announcement that two members would 
give jointly $6,000 on the building fund. 
Including contributions, subscriptions, and 
appropriations, the fund secured for our 
church plant has passed the fifty-eight thou- 
sand dollar mark, for which we are truly 
grateful. “There are many members and 
friends of the Christian Church who ure 
anxious to see a Christian Church estab- 
lished in the city of Richmond and who want 
the privilege of investing something in it. 
To all who are thus interested, we would 
say that all subscriptions and contributions 
should be sent to J. T. Kernodle, 1912 E. 
Marshall Street, Richmond, Va., who is 
treasurer of the building committee.—W. T. 
WALTERS, Pastor. 


SCENES AND IMPRESSIONS IN 

PORTO RICO 
(Continued from page nine) 
States, who have all the joys of home 
ties and share all the comforts and 
conveniences of life, could ever know the 
needs of Porto Rico, the lives of sacrificial 
service our missionaries are pouring out 
here, thousands of dollars would pour into 
this work and to our workers where reluc- 
tant hundreds have come in before. Our peo- 
ple just don’t know, that is all; for if they 
did we would have money now to build that 
Santa Isabel Church, and to supply a med- 
ical missionary, nurses, and a hospital, and 
a score of other needs such as ‘we never have 
or knew in the States. But the people at 
home don’t know—and no tongue or pen 
can tell them. So in heart hunger and in 
need our dear missionaries must pour out 
their lives here in an effort to reach and to 
save some. God bless them. I shall love 
them better ever after this and I know our 
people would if they only knew—if they only 
could know. 

At noon I eat a light lunch of milk and 
toast and ice cream—for our boat lifts an- 
chor at five p. m.—and we shall have supper 
out on the blue deep. The afternoon is 
cloudy, shocked, and tremulous with re- 
sounding thunder, the heavens are rent with 
forked lightning, and the rain pours in tor- 
rents. We make our way to the pier at four 
p. m., and find our room is No. 21 on “A*~ 
deck, with door opening on the outside. The 
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ship sails under the name of The Ponce, but 
looks like a tub in comparison with the state- 
ly and luxurious San Lorenzo that brought 
us over. Our room is hot and the odor is 
disagreeable and the oncoming passengers 
are mostly Spanish. Promptly dt five the 
great gangplank is lifted, five hundred 
friends and acquaintances ashore wave adieu 
to the hundred or so on the decks, and The 
Ponce points her nose out to sea and takes 
up the task of plowing her way through the 
fourteen hundred miles of intervening ocean 
between San Juan and New York harbor. 
We sail around ghostly old Morro Castle, 
leaving her crumbly old walls to the right, 
and the city of San Juan with its millions 
of glittering, shimmering lights fades slow- 
ly out of view. With doubtful but hopeful 
emotions we move out toward the open sea. 
The sea looks wide and large and masterful, 
but friendly and not over angry, though 
threatening clouds lower on all sides, the 
thunders roar, and a slow rain sets in. We 
peer out from our deck and wonder what 
awaits us for the night, and how the sea 
will serve us as we entrust ourselves to her 
in this tubby bottomed Ponce. Withal 
though, it is pleasant as we put out to sea. 
All have on our Palm Beach suits and but 
for a weakness brought over from yester- 
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day with memories of liver dynamiting, I 
shoud be comfortable indeed. But while I 
pen these lines in my diary that magic 
chime rings out for supper and—good-by 
diary. 

One hour and a half later. A young Porto 
Rican doctor attached to the United States 
army and now stationed in Panama was at 
our table. He says Porto Rico has advanced 
more in every way under American admin- 
istration the last twenty years than it did 
in the past 400 years of Spanish rule. He 
is a warm friend , of America and thinks 
this the greatest country in the world and 
that all Porto Ricans ought to love all 
Americans forever. It is good to be at a 
dining table on a boat once more. I am 
weak, however, and want a good night’s 
rest to fit me for the sea journey of five 
more days and nights, so I only eat olives, 
celery, consomme, roast duck, gooseberry 
pie, ice cream, and coffee. I hope to be 
ready for a hearty breakfast and make up 
for that day I lost from eating in San Juan. 

It is a dark, damp, cloudy night. The sea 
is not rough, since we passed over the 
breakers just out the harbor—and now, dear 
diary, good-night, while we are comfortably 
rocked in the cradle of the deep. 

Elon College, N. C. 


Visiting the Old Home 
A Story 


ELLO JIM! Where you been lately?” 
H shouted a broker the other evening to 

a portly, finely dressed man in the 
corridor of the Fifth Avenue Hotel. 

The gentleman shook hands with his 
friend and replied: “I’ve been home to see 
my old father and mother for the first time 
in sixteen years, and I tell you, old man, I 
wouldn’t have missed one day of that visit 
for all my fortune.” 

“Kind o’ good to visit your boyhood’s 
home, eh?” : 

“You're right it is. Don’t go. I was just 
thinking about the old folks and feel talka- 
tive. If you have a few minutes to spare, 
sit down and listen to the story of a rich 
man who, in the chase for wealth, had al- 
most forgotten his father and mother.” 


They sat down, and the man told his 
story: 

“How I came to visit my home happened 
in a curious way. Six weeks ago I went 
down to Fire Island fishing. I had had a 
lunch put up for me, and you can imagine 
my astonishment when I opened the hamper 
to find a package of crackers wrapped up in 
a piece of the patent inside of a country 
weekly published at my home. I read every 
word of it, advertisements and all. There 
was George Kellogg, a schoolmate of mine, 
advertising hams and salt pork, and another 
boy was postmaster. [I tell you it made 
me homesick, and I determined then and 
there to go home, and go home I did. 

“In the first place, I must tell you how I 
came to New York. I had a tiff with my 


father and left home. ‘I finally turned up 
in New York with only one dollar in my 
pocket. I got a job running a freight ele- 
vator in the very house in which I am now 
a partner. My haste to get rich drove the 
thought of my parents from me; and when 
I recalled them, the hard words my father 
last spoke to me rankled in my bosom. Well, 
I went home. I tell you, John, my train 
seemed to creep. I was actually worse than 
a schoolboy going home for a vacation. At 
last we neared the town. Familiar sights 
filled my eyes, and upon my word they filled 
with tears. There was Billy Lyman’s red 
barn, just the same; but—great Scott!— 
what were all the other houses? We rode 
for nearly a mile before coming to the sta- 
tion, passing many houses, of which only an 
occasional one was familiar. The town had 
grown to ten times its size when I knew it. 
The train stopped, and I jumped off. Nota 
face in sight that I knew, and I started 
down the platform to go home. In the office 
door stood the station agent. I walked up 
and said, ‘Howdy, Mr. Collins?’ He stared 
at me and replied, ‘You’ve got the best of 
me, sir.’ I told him who I was and what I 
had been doing in New York, and he didn’t 
make any bones in talking to me. Said he: 
‘It’s about time you came back! You in 
New York rich and your father scratching 
gravel to get a bare living!’ 

“T tell you, John, it knocked me all in a 
heap. I thought my father had enough to ‘ 
live upon comfortably. Then a notion struck 
me. Before going home I telegraphed to 
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Chicago to one of our correspondents there 
to send me $1,000 by first mail. Then I went 
to Mr. Collins’ back office, got my trunk in 
there, and put on an old hand-me-down suit 
that I used for fishing and hunting. My 
plug hat I replaced with a soft one, took my 
valise in my hand, and went home. Some- 
how the place didn’t look right. The cur- 
rant bushes had been dug up from the front 
yard, and the fence was gone. All the old 
locust trees had been cut down, and young 
maple trees were planted. The house looked 
smaller, somehow, too. But I went up to 
the front door and rang the bell. Mother 
tame to the door and said, ‘We don’t wish 
to buy anything today, sir.’ 

“Tt didn’t take me a minute to survey her 
from head to foot. Neatly dressed, John, 
but a patch and darn here and there, her 
hair streaked with gray, her face thin, 
drawn, and wrinkled. Yet over her eye- 
glasses shone those good, honest, benevolent 
eyes. I stood staring at her, and then she 
began to stare at me. I saw the blood rush 
to her face, and with a great sob she threw 
herself upon me and nervously clasped me 
about the neck, hysterically crying: “It’s 
Jimmy! It’s Jimmy!’ 

“Then I cried, John; I just broke down 
and cried like a baby. She got me into the 
house, hugging and kissing me, and then she 
went to the back door and shouted, ‘George!’ 


“Father called from the depths of the 
kitchen, ‘What do you want, Car’line?’ 

“Then he came in. He knew me in a 
moment. He stuck out his hand and grasped 
mine and said sternly: ‘Weil, young man 
do you propose to behave yourself now?’ 
He tried to put on a brave front, but he 
broke down. There we all three sat like 
whipped school children, all whimpering. 
At last supper time came, and mother went 
out to prepare it. I went to the kitchen 
with her. 

“‘¢Where do you live, Jimmy?’ she asked. 

“In New York,’ I replied. 

“ «What are you working at now, Jimmy?’ 

“I’m working in a dry goods store.’ 

“ ‘Then I suppose you don’t live very high, 
for I hear of city clerks who don’t get 
enough money to hold body and soul to- 
gether. So I’ll just tell you, Jimmy, we’ve 
nothing but roast spareribs for supper. We 
haven’t any money now, Jimmy. We’re 
poorer nor Job’s turkey.’ 

“T told her I would be delighted with the 





spareribs; and to tell the truth, John, I 
haven’t eaten a meal in New York that 
tasted as good as those crisp, roasted spare- 
ribs did. I spent the evening playing check- 
ers with father, while mother sat by telling 
me all about their fortunes, from all white 
Mooley getting drowned in the pond, to 
father’s signing a note for a friend and hav- 
ing to mortgage the place to pay it. The 
mortgage was due inside of a week, and not 
a cent to meet it with—just $800. She sup- 
posed they would be turned out of house 
and home, but in my mind I supposed they 
wouldn’t. At last nine o’clock came, and 
father said: ‘Jim, go out to the barn and 
see if Kit is all right. Bring in an armful 
of old shingles that are just inside the door, 
and fill up the water pail. Then we’ll go to 
bed and get up early and go a-fishing.’ 

“I didn’t say a word, but went out to the 
barn, bedded down the horse, broke up an 
armful of shingles, pumped up a pail of 
water, filled the woodbox, and then we all 
went to bed. 


“Father called me at half-past four in the 
morning; and while he was getting a cup of 
coffee I skipped over to the depot and got 
my best brass rod. Father took nothing but 
a trolling line and a spoon hook. He rowed 
the boat with the trolling line in his mouth, 
whole I stood in the stern with a silver 
shiner rigged on. Now, John, I never saw 
a man catch fish as he did. To make a long 
story short, he caught four bass and five 
pickerel, and I never got a bite. 


“At noon we went ashore, and father 
went home, and I went to the post office. 
I got a letter from Chicago with a check for 
$1,000 in it. With some trouble I got it 
cashed, getting paid in five and ten dollar 
bills, making quite a roll. I then got a roast 
joint of beef and a lot of delicacies and had 
them sent home. After that I went visiting 
among my old schoolmates for two hours 
and went home. The joint was in the oven. 
Mother had put on her only silk dress, and 
father had donned his Sunday-go-to-meeting 
clothes, none too good, either. This was 
where I played the joke on the old folks. 
Mother was in the kitchen watching the 
roast, father was out in the barn, and I had 
a clear coast. I dumped the sugar out of 
the old blue bowl, put the $1,000 in it, and 
placed the cover on it again. At last supper 
was ready. Father asked a blessing over it, 
and he actually trembled when he stuck his 
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knife in the roast. ‘We haven’t had a piece 
of meat like this in five years, Jim,’ he 
said; and mother put in with ‘and we haven’t 
had any coffee in a year excepting the times 
when we went a-visitin’.’ Then she poured 
out the coffee and lifted the cover of the 
sugar bowl, asking as she did so, ‘How many 
spoonfuls, Jimmy ?’ 

“Then she struck something that wasn’t 
sugar. She picked up the bowl and peered 
into it. ‘Aha, Master Jimmy! playing your 
old tricks on your mammy, eh? Well, boys 
will be boys.’ 

“Then she gasped for breath. She saw 
it was money. She looked at me, then at 
father, and then with trembling fingers drew 
the great roll of bills out. 

“I can see father now as he stood there on 
tiptoe, with his knife in one hand, fork in 
the other, and his eyes fairly bulging out of 
his head. But it was too much for mother. 
She raised her eyes to heaven and said slow- 
ly, ‘Put your trust in the Lord, and he will 
provide.’ 

“Then she fainted away. Well, John, 
there’s not much more to tell. We threw 
water in her face and brought her to, and 
then we demolished that dinner, mother all 
the time saying: ‘My boy, Jimmy! My boy, 
Jimmy!’ 

“I stayed home a month. I fixed up the 
place, paid off all the debts, had a good time, 
and came back again to New York. I am 
going to send fifty dollars home every week. 
I tell you, John, it’s mighty nice to have a 
home.” 

John was looking steadily at the head of 
his cane. When he spoke, he took Jim by 
the hand and said: “Jim, old friend, what 
you have told me has affected me greatly. I 
haven’t heard from my home, ’way up in 
Maine, for ten years. I’m going home to- 
morrow.”—St. Paul Pioneer Press. 


oa 


The ideal of human life is one in which 
all that is good has become sheer habit, 
and all that is bad is so contrary to nature 
that it gives one even a physically per- 
ceptible and painful shock.—Carl Hilly. 


+ 7 
Official Information 
MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 
John H. Warner, re North Street, LeRoy, N. Y. 
> _ Woods, R. R. 3, Tippecanoe City, Ohio. 
Masters, 2639 W. _— St., Chicago, Ill. 


z: E Cortner, eee 3 
Ada Alderman, R. R 








nd, 
, Ballston Spa, N. Y. 





CHURCH WANTED 


I am ready to serve any church for half time that 
is in need of a pastor and wants to be built up on 


Bible preaching. 
DeK. Jupy, Pastor-evarngelist. 
Lafayette, Ind. 





WESTERN INDIANA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The twenty-third annual session of the joint con- 
vention of the Western Indiana Christian Conference, 
will convene April 5, 6, 1922, at Advance, Ind. Among 
the speakers are Dr. W. H. Denison, of Dayton, 
Ohio; Rev. W. S. Alexander, president of Union 
Christian College, and Prof. A. R. Vancleve, of Union 
Christian College. A splendid program has been 
arranged, and we are looking forward to a very 


profitable 
Mrs. Eva Cooper, Secretary. 
Darlington, Ind. 
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A Great Opportunity 


S early as possible after being received into 
A the Church, young converts should have their 
attention called to their Church paper, The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, and urged to subscribe for 
it as it is the only direct avenue of their getting into 
and keeping in touch with the larger interests and 
work of their Church, that will enable them to get.a 
vision for a larger, definite service for their Church 
and the Kingdom. 


Here is the Problem 


HIS problem is a real challenge to our pastors. 
Putting The Herald of Gospel Liberty, our 


Church paper, into new homes of at least 
8,765 of our membership before October 1, 1922, or 
our next Quadrennial Convention. This should and 
CAN be done if every pastor will either do the work 
himself, (which is preferable) or have it done by his 
Forward Movement Religious Education Leader, or 
appoint some other competent person or persons, to 
make a personal house to house canvass of his entire 
membership with a view to having The Herald read 
regularly in every home. The extent of blessings 
this will be to all these families, no one can definitely 
estimate, to say nothing of the growth it will mean 
for the Kingdom. 


Pastors! Pastors!! Pastors!!! 


T is the “zero” hour. We are counting on YOU. 
DO NOT FAIL US. This work should and 


™. MUST be done by you if it is ever done. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY. 


A number of our pastors are doing fine work and 
find it a paying investment of time and energy. Are 
you one of them? If not, will you now become one 
of them? 

Send for sample copies and subscription blanks; 
they are free for the asking, and begin a thorough 
canvass of your membership at once—NOW. 
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